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THE OUTING 
     We had another really good UPI outing. The turnout was good, the weather was good, and the potluck and 
raffle were really great as usual.  Moreover to cap all of that off, there was elusive yellow metal found also. In 
fact yours truly was instrumental in helping Joel find some small stuff. The members were scattered all up and 
down the claims, upper, middle and lower. From what I was able to see the lower produced the best, but they all 
produced. I estimate that perhaps at least 25% of the members found Au in greater or lesser quantities and in 
larger and smaller pieces. There may have even been some pluckers and clinkers found, but no reports. 
     Like a dummy I went traipsing off without my mining equipment with the intent 
of walking up stream from the camping area to get pictures of members in action. 
All I had with me was the camera, Sam and a small bottle of water, traveling light. 
While walking up stream I was making mental notes of areas that looked good to 
prospect. I located some good-looking cracks in the country rock at the stream edges 
that continued on into the stream. Likely dredging spots. I also spotted some good-
looking cracks and crevices that would be good areas for the panners of the group.  
      One spot that was located had a long crack in the bedrock that somewhat paral-
leled the stream and lead to what I call an inverted pyramid in solid bedrock. A 
great trap, with material directed right to it. Darn! Where’s my pan? I located a stout 
branch and dug around a little bit and found the material hard packed and a good gradation of the material. I 
marked it for location and wandered further upstream figuring I’d lead somebody to it to work it. Joel was run 
into and I showed him the spot and he worked it out. It produced, but not the way it was hoped it would.  Oh 
well you don’t know if you don’t try.  
     There was a good cross section of members there, but not so many that time couldn’t be spent with a number 
of them and get to know them better.    

     Bull Creek is always one of my favorite outings and I am glad that we’re able to go there twice 
this year. Also being the closest claim to my house makes it the claim of choice the rest of the year. 
We were blessed with great weather, warm during the day and nice and cool at night, perfect. The 
only thing missing was the campfire, a lantern set in the middle of the circle had to do.  
     The next outing is the most important, with the elections to be held and your voice to be heard. 
And this year is our first go at absentee ballots. The board knows how hard it is to make the outings 
and felt that we were missing a lot of input around our elections from you the members. So take the 
time to get hold of Gerald Hurt to file your ballot, or come on out to Spanish Creek and join in on 
the fun and cast your vote. 
     Spanish Creek will have plenty of water for some cold water dredging, I plan on bring my power 
sluice and welcome anyone to share in the digging and the gold. 
     I want to thank Christa for her efforts at organizing events for the outings, and encour-
age everyone to come to the outings and have some fun. 
Don  

The Old miner sez: It ain’t heer yet but ya 
kin feelz it sorta! Purty soon wez be wish-
ing it be spring an sumer agin! 



CONTACTING UPI 
PRESIDENT 

Don Siegel 
2605 Dardanelle Drive 

Modesto, CA 95355 
President@unitedprospectors.com 

Phone: (209) 551-9802 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Tom Eastland 

172 Belle Avenue 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

Vicepresident@unitedprospectors.com 
Phone: (925) 932-4288 

TREASURER 
Samantha Wait 

9484 N. Hwy. 99, # 54 
Stockton, CA 95212 

Treasurer@unitedprospectors.com 
Phone: (209) 931-4279 

SECRETARY 
Rita Perry 

P. O. Box 891 
Yountville, CA 94599 

Secretary@Unitedprospectors.com 
Phone: (707) 995-2041 

WEBMASTER 
Mark Weber 

736 Northampton Drive 
Vacaville, CA 95687 

Webmaster@unitedprospectors.com 
Phone: (707) 449-4808 

MEMBERSHIP 
Linda Doyle 

UPI Membership C/O Linda Doyle 
P. O. Box 1480 El Dorado, CA 95623 
Membership@unitedprospectors.com 

Phone: (530) 295-8116  

DIRECTORS 
Claims Manager: Chet Chastain, E-mail: ClaimsManager@unitedprospectors.com 
Chapters Manager: Tom Eastland, (925) 932-4288, E-mail: Chapters@unitedprospectors.com 
Ethics and Grievance/Political/Advocacy: Gerald Hurt, (559) 587-0611, E-mail: GrievancePoliti-
cal@unitedprospectors.com 
Historian/Ed/Pub: Bill Reboin, (916) 362-3441, E-mail: EditorInChief@unitedprospectors.com 
Outing Coordinator: Christa Eastland, (925) 932-4288, E-mail: tceastland@sbcglobal.net 
Technical Adviser: Steve  Letlow, (209) 986-6276, E-mail: sbletlow@comcast.net 
Ways and Means: Aaron Matula, (510) 733-3253 or Aaron_Matula@prodigy.net 
Wagon Master: Wes Smith, (925) 682-9059 or pachecosmith@aol.com 
Parliamentarian: Brenda Marsh, (916) 448-5847 or bluerosecompany@sbcglobal.net 

VOLUNTEERS 
Asst. Claims: Ray Budowich, PO Box 367, Coulterville, CA 
Asst. Claims Plumas Co.: Johnny Lewis Jr., (530) 283-4787 

Chapters  
For Chapter meeting times please contact the representative indicated for your Chapter area.  
 
Tom Eastland, Chapters Director. (925) 932-4288 or chap-
ters@unitedprospectors.com 
 
Alameda County, Chairperson;  SteveKleszyk, (925) 443-4993 or ratled88@aol.com 
Meeting held at- - - - Prospectors Claim Store 
174 S. “K” Street 
Livermore, CA 
 
Auburn Chapter,  including El Dorado, Nevada, Placer, Sutter and Yuba counties. Chairperson; Mark 
McDaniels, (530) 613-2654 or marksgold@sbcglobal.net 
 
Contra Costa County, Chairperson;  Ed Ozga, (925) 706-8193 or OzMiner@msn.com 
Meeting held at- - - First Baptist Church Mansion 
3033 Bonifacio St., Concord, CA 
 
Fresno, Kings, Madera and Merced Counties, Chairperson; Harrold Lancaster, (559) 
439-1117 or hskashmir@aol.com or Bill Poore, (559) 674-9756 or whp@netscape.com 
 
Marin, Sonoma Counties, Chairperson; Brian Newhouse, (415) 898-8128 or bnewhouse3@verizon.net 
 
Sacramento County, Open 
 
San Joaquin County, Chairperson; Steve Letlow, (209) 986-6276 or sbletlow@comcast.net   Call Steve 
for when and where. It is understood that meetings will be held at Terry Schoens shop. 
 
Santa Clara County, Chairperson; Michael Phillips, (408) 595-9121 or  
kitfoxchumash@yahoo.com 
Please call for particulars. 
 
Stanislaus County, Chairperson: Don Siegel, (209) 551-9802 or dps0736@aol.com 
Call for particulars 
 
In all cases please call the Chapter Chairperson for where and when for meetings.  
 
  

UNITED PROSPECTORS INC. (UPI)© 
THE TRAILS AND TALES OF UPI© 

The Family oriented small scale mining organization  
UPI JOURNAL/© 
NEWSLETTER© 

LOCATING GOLD GEMS AND MINERALS© 
Publisher/Editor-in-Chief 

William A. Reboin 
Editor of Guidebook 

Mark E. Weber 
Subscriptions/Membership/Circulation 

Linda Doyle 
UPI Business  

Don Siegel 
2605 Dardanelle Drive 

Modesto, CA 95355 
(209) 551-9802 or  

President@unitedprospectors.com 
 
UPI Publications 

William A. Reboin 
3927 S. Port Drive 

Sacramento, CA 95826 
(916) 362-3441 or  

EditorInChief@unitedprospectors.com 
 
     The UPI Newsletter (ISSN 1544-7774) is published 
8-10 issues per year, during the normal mining season.  
An  “Members Guidebook” is also published. Member-
ship is $45.00/year and includes first class mailing of the 
Newsletter and  Members Guidebook in the United 
States, to all new members. New Lifetime Membership 
is $450.00 and provides the same. Current Guidebooks 
are issued at the first of the year for new Regular and 
Life Memberships. For renewing and Life Memberships 
Guidebook update  pages  are a part of the newsletter 
printed so  pages from the newsletter can be inserted into 
their Guidebook binder. Non-member, subscription 
only, is $35.00/year and includes first class mailing of 
the Newsletter and the non-member Guidebook,  in the 
United States. It's a picture guide of our claims with no 
locations indicated. Foreign Membership is $55.00/year 
and foreign Lifetime Membership is $550.00. Foreign 
non-member subscription is $45.00/year. Foreign Mem-
berships are in U.S. dollars. Updated Guidebook pages 
are issued upon renewal of Membership/Subscription via 
the newsletter. Inserts will be provided as Guidebook 
information changes. Members or Non-member Sub-
scribers purchasing Membership or Subscriptions under-
stand that information contained in the UPI publications 
comes from many sources and information used is  con-
sidered as reliable, however  UPI Officers, Directors and 
Editors do not guarantee its authenticity, nor do we as-
sume liability for its use or correctness. 
     Advertisers supply their own copy, sometimes edited 
with their permission, by UPI to enhance their ad or 
make it fit UPI publications.  The advertisers assume all 
responsibility for claims made in their advertising.  
     UPI encourages submission of articles of all kinds 
related to the trials and tribulations and experiences of 
small scale miners, opinion pieces, cartoons and poems.   
Unsolicited e-mail submissions become the property of 
UPI to use as they wish. Submissions in writing, accom-
panied by a self addressed stamped envelope will be 
returned to the sender if not used.  
 

UNITED PROSPECTORS INC.  PROSPECTOR 
LOGO © 1999-2006 

       

3 



BOARD NOTES 
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September 2, 2006 – BULL CREEK 
 
President Don Seigel called meeting to order at 9:20 a.m. 
 
Roll Call: 
Officers Present: Don Siegel, President; Tom Eastland,Vice President; and Rita Perry, Secretary 
Directors Present: Bill Reboin, Christa Eastland, Aaron Matula, and Gerald Hurt 
Directors and Officers Absent: Samantha Wait, Steve Letlow, Wesley Smith, Chet Chastain and Linda Doyle  
Members Present: Randy Huckabay, Charles Crippen, Dillard McKeever, William Roore, Don Lobach, Dale Newlin, Kit Perry and Denise Matula 
 
Motion was motioned  made needs to be corrected to  Motion was made. 
Motion was made by Brenda Marsh and seconded by Bill Reboin to accept the minutes. Motion carried. 
 
•       Treasurer, Samantha Wait presented by President Don Siegel: The checkbook balance as of July 29, 2006, was $12,623.35; total income $914.00 which 

leaves a total of $13,537.35. Total Expenses $2,089.64. August 27, 2006, Balanced Checkbook is $11,447.71. Motion was made by Aaron Matula to accept the 
Treasurer’s Report, Rita Perry seconded, and motion carried. Motion was made by Aaron Matula to accept the bills to be paid and Rita Perry seconded. Motion 
carried. 

•       Membership, Linda Doyle, presented by President Don Siegel: Linda tendered her resignation. She will continue to help the board and is willing help train 
the person that takes over her position. We have 1 honorary, 61 life, 334 regular, 13 subscribers.  

•       Wagon Master, Wesley “Wes” Smith : No report. 
•       Outing Coordinator, Christa Eastland: She will be setting up a panning table with 20 bags of concentrate with gold at $5.00 each. Also, she will have horse-

shoes set up if anyone would like to play to win a prize. Coulterville she will still be having a panning contest and a metal detector hunt.  
•       Ways and Means, Aaron Matula: He will set up a table for sellable goods and the price of t-shirts and hats go up January 1, 2007. 
•       Political-Grievance, Gerald Hurt: We had an executive committee action this morning and talked about a few things that were going on. Emails being a new 

generation thing for business communications, it is very easy to write things down and be misconstrued. He encourages everyone to reread before you send. 
Word selection is important and words need to be friendly. With the political victory up north, there are some claims being reopened.  

• Editor/Editor-in-Chief/Publisher, Bill Reboin: Cindy Siegel will be helping Bill with the tri-folds. Joel Orona will be helping Bill with the historical data.  
• Chapters, Tom Eastland: Michael Philips is doing a wonderful job with the Santa Clara Chapter.  
• Claims, Chet Chastain presented by President Don Siegel: He will be paying the taxes on the claims when they come due.  Still wants to discuss whether to 

allow Coarse Gold to take over Upper Bull with the reciprocal agreement of allowing UPI to mine their claim and have the use of Upper Bull.  
• Technical Advisor, Steve Letlow presented by President Don Siegel: Make sure everyone has a spark arrester and a spill pad.  
• Treasurer, Samantha Wait: BILLS PRESENTED FOR PAYMENT. 
                  No bills were presented for payment. 
• Unfinished Business: The election committee consists of Director Gerald Hurt, Denise Matula, and Kit Perry. Denise Matula was nominated for directorship.  
• New Business: We need to get the tri-folds delivered to the people that need them.  
• Meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 

Santa Clara Chapter Reports 
Hi all.   
     Just want to say the chapter is growing and we have a very good 
group of prospectors. Our raffles have been doing very well. The store 
we have our meeting in, is expanding and one side of the building will 
be devoted to prospecting equipment sale the other side is metal detector 
sales, plus a trading post, a library and video training room. We also will 
have access to a large patio area where we will be able to put on training 
classes. Our meeting room is equipped with audiovisual equipment to 
show videos on prospecting. 
     Our chapter outing to the 16-1 mine was great They are working a 
quartz vein that is 65 ft. wide and is tall as a two story building. It was 
really something to look at. The quartz was white as milk. They are also 
using Whites and Minelab metal detectors for locating gold pockets.  
Thanks  
Mike Phillips Chapter Chair, 538 Brooks Ave. San Jose, Ca. 95125  

When Boulders Attack! 
A True Story by Member Rich Andrews 

     Seven is my lucky number and dredging one of the UPI claims with 
Rick Niemi’s 4” Keene on the 7th was a lucky day for me, not for the 
gold found but for cheating death! Talk about a close call, you can go 
no closer to the other side and still walk away alive. An instant of hesi-
tation would have had fatal consequences with no hope of rescue. 
     The weekend prior, a member opened a nice producing hole to bed-
rock. Before heading home, he invited us to jump in with our dredge. 
Upstream of his hole is boulder laden; one huge slab of native rock had 
all the earmarks of a gold trap-or so my mind led me to believe. My self 
appointed mission was to dredge around these boulders. 
     During the fifth hour of operation, I was dredging next to the big 
gold trap slab after working under it. Down about 5’ and to my left, I 
came across a new smaller boulder buried in the streambed. As I moved 
in to suck around its base, the giant slab gave way and began sliding 
downstream! In an instant, my facemask was pinched between the two 
boulders. The boulder on my left is buried and going nowhere, the slab, 
weighing tons, was crushing my right temple with an unimaginable 
force. Instinctually, I placed my hands on the two boulders and pulled 
like no other! The facemask buckles stayed lodged for a moment as I 
jerked my head out, that’s hella close! 
     Luckily, the only injury incurred was a sore noggin. Four days later 
the temples are still tender to touch and both slightly swollen. The Doc 
checked me out on Thurs, passed the exam with flying colors. 
     Rookie mistakes; undermined too much and did not have a hand on 

(Continued on page 5) 



NEW MEMBERS AND  
RENEWING MEMBERSHIPS 

This section is devoted to acknowledging and wel-
coming all new members and those renewing! 

Welcome aboard for a year of fun. 
Information is from 08/15/06 - 09/12/06 

New Members 
                 Name                                      City/State 
Marland Dow Jones                                        Denair, CA 
Cleveland Lowe                                              Chowchilla, CA 
Dennis Mathews                                             Fresno, CA 
Ric Mora                                                         Campbell, CA 
Robert Murray                                                Fernley, NV 
David & Linda Snook                                     Campbell, CA 

Renewing Members 
                  Name                                      City/State 
Tim Abbott                                                     Fresno, CA 
Bill & Carol Bowman                                     Citrus, CA 
Christopher Gee                                              Fairfield, CA 
Rob & Debbie Goreham                                 Columbia, CA 

Raymond Jordan Jr.                                        Quincy, CA 
Steven & Marie Kleszyk                                Livermore, CA 
Gary Nunes                                                     Visalia, CA 
Rudolf Reyes                                                  Freemont, CA 
Paul Rupf                                                        Pleasanton, CA 
Chuck Ucker                                                   Rio Vista, CA 

Members up for renewal , Oct. 31, 2006 
Sandy Anderson,         Richard Andrews,       Phil & Shirley Coney, 
Duane & Virginia Degner,           Pat Deitz,                    Lou Edwards, 
Tim & Roberta Horgan                 David Kerber              Steve Letlow, 
John & Lisa Ljuba,                       Don Lobach                Tom Lutrel, 
Aaron & Denise Matula                Dillard McKeever       Jeff Schall, 
Dennis Smith,             William Sobo,             Joseph Steiner, 
James West 
 
     Welcome aboard for another year of enjoyment with UPI, 
the small-scale miners advocate.  We need to see you at the 
outings and the Board meetings to help us guide the organi-
zation the way you would like to see it go. 
     Don’t forget that the elections  are at Spanish Creek this 
up-coming outing. Be there, participate. 
     Thank you! 

METAL DETECTORS 
WHITES 

 
Recovery equipment 

SLUICE BOXES  
SPIRAL WHEELS 
DRY WASHERS 

Fine gold recovery systems 

DIVING ACCESSORIES 
WET SUITS 

PUMPS -  JETS -  HOSE 
PUMP & ENGINE ASSEMBLY 

BRIGGS & STRATTON 
HONDA 

 
SERVICES AVAILABLE 

HOME OF 
BLUE BOWL  

Precious metal recovery system 
ACCESSORIES BY 
Garrett, Grizzly, Estwing 

Books, Maps, Rock tumblers and 
complete line of lapidary equipment 

All kinds of miners tools 

Come and visit us at our 
store in  beautiful historic 
downtown Auburn, CA. 
Celebrating 20 plus 
years of service for 
miners. 
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(Continued from page 4)    Boulders 
the big boy to sense it’s movement. I learned my lessons from 
the master teacher, lessons I will never forget. 
     May you always be swift when Boulders Attack! 
Best of luck to y'all. 
 
EIC/PUB NOTE: There is a notation in the Mining Rules section of 
the Guidebook that says, FOR SAFETY REASONS PLEASE DO 
NOT DREDGE ALONE. It has been observed that this suggestion is 
not regularly followed. It should be noted that if you are long arming 
it, it may not be necessary. However if you are using air it is highly 
suggested that you team up for safety.  
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OFFICIAL SAMPLE  BALLOT 
Vice President      Vote for one (1)                                   Directors     Vote for five (5) 

Tom Eastland                                   _____                                Chet Chastain:                                 _____ 
                                                                                                    
Write in __________________________                                  Denise Matula:                                _____ 
 
Treasurer    Vote for one (1)                         Aaron Matula                         ____ 
Samantha Wait                                 _____ 
                                                                                                   Sid Parrish:                                      _____ 
Write in __________________________ 
                                                                                                   Wes Smith:                                      _____ 
                                                                                                    
                                                                                                   Write in __________________________ 
                                                                                                   Write in __________________________ 

THE OUTING!! 
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     Member Passing  
     It is with great sadness that I tell you of the death of our friend 
and mining partner, Jim Blake. Jim was an active member of UPI 
for many years. Jim’s presence will surely be missed at the Contra 
Costa Chapter meetings as well as at the UPI outings.  

     From the Vallejo Times:  
James D. Blake 
01/08/1943 – 08/04 2006 
     James D. Blake a resident of Vallejo passed away Friday after a 
long illness. 
     Mr. Blake was self-employed. He 
was a member of the Vallejo PAL Soc-
cer and Vallejo Gem and Mineral Club. 
     He is preceded in dearth by his par-
ents, William and Mary Phyllis Blake; 
and brother, John P. Blake. 
     He is survived by his wife of 40 
years, Barbara R. Blake; daughter, 
Deanna C. (Mickey) Thompson of 
Vallejo; son Warren M. (Denise) Blake 
of Tacoma, WA; brother William A. (Claire) Blake; and four 
grandchildren, Nichelle Neuner, Alyssa Gelpi, David Blake and 
Kaitlyn Blake. 
     A memorial Mass was held at St. Catherine’s of Sienna Catholic 
Church in Vallejo. 
(Supplied by Ed Ozga, Contra Costa Chapter Chair.) 

Bull Creek Outing, by 
the Eastland’s  

     It was a very strange outing, the bugs 
were high and the water was low!  I think 
Toby's Toy, Lower Bull Creek,  produced 
the most gold this time. 
     Christa, Bill Poore, and friends dug 
around a rock that produced nice sized 
pieces in every pan. The brave ones that 
carried their equipment down stream car-
ried back with them some nice gold.  
     Good Pot Luck, and as usual Don held a 
great raffle. Christa sold 18 bags of pay dirt 
that turned out to be very nice gold. Christa 
tells me that she will have more pay dirt at 
Spanish Creek! 
     The Bugs!  Aaron, Denise, Jennifer, and 
Alex, had company! A large gathering of 
Daddy Long Legs took a liking to their tent. 
I have never seen anything like that before! Hundreds of these bugs, 
arachnids, were attached to their tent, in a group with their bodies to-
gether and legs hanging out!   

Above: Howard AKA net 
head, title of this pic by 
sender, Howwierd, and eat 
all He had fun going 
through everybody's trash 
looking for munchies.  

Contra Costa Chapter PiPi Outing 
    WOW, what a great outing.  It sure was a lot of fun.  We had 
a potluck with lots of great food and some big stories.  Thanks to all the 
folks that came out to support the Contra Costa Chapter.  We missed 
those who couldn't make it and we hope to see you at next years.   
     Some of "us" found gold and some folks didn't, here's a picture of 
some the gold that was found.  Also, there was a nice nugget found and 
some quartz gold that I didn't get a pic-
ture of.  As usual our raffle was a 
hit!  Some folks might not have found 
gold, but they went home with some 
anyway. There were four (4) big win-
ners of Gold Nuggets (over 4 
grams).  We also raffled DVD's on min-
ing, coins and more!   Also, thanks to 
Jim Kelly for donating the 2 million 
candle power spotlight.  Remember all 
the monies collected are spent on the next raffle, so come to the next 
meeting and check it out (NOTE: There will be no September meet-
ing).   
     Thanks for all your support and May There Be Gold In Your Pan, Ed 
Ozga. Contra Costa Chair. 

Above left: Nugget winners at the Contra Costa PiPi outing in mid Au-
gust. Above right: The Potluck from the same outing. Sorry, this was the 
best I could do with these small files.  



UPI ROLL CALL 
List of members and guests present at the Bull Creek outing, Pot-

luck and Raffle including the raffle results. 
Sept. 2006 
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 1. Brenda Marsh  (and Bootsie) won a chisel with glasses (Donated by Armour fire), gold fever book 
 2. Dale Newlin won the large  UPI Nugget 
 3. Bill Johnson        
 4. Terry and Mike Shoen 
 5. Michael Brickwadel 
 6. Don Lobach 
 7. Ray Budowich won a black pan (donated by Armour Fire) 
 8. Bill Greymont won a head light, travel care set (donated by Armour Fire) 
 9. John Melling won a Maddox, treasure shovel (donated by Dale Newlin) 
10. Aaron, Denise, Jennifer, and Alex Matula won a blue gold pan )Donated by Bill Reboin) A MRE with a pot  
cleaner and mess kit, Grizzly Pan, a pan/broom combination, snffer bottle, fire extinguisher (Donated by Armour ) 
11. Don & Cindy Siegel won a treasure scoop, plastic trowel set (donated by Armour Fire) 
12. Charles Crippen won a purple classifier 
13. Earl McKeever 
14. Don and Linda Reed won a small nugget, knife with stone, flashlight with batteries (donated by Dale Newlin) 
and a bottle holder  
15. Ken Liddle 
16. Joe and Gloria Sul 
17. Joel, Laura, Brittany, and Ashley Orona won a tweezers/magnifier, maritime set (donated by Armour Fire) 
18. Kit and Rita (alias Carson) Perry 
19. Tom and Christa Eastland (and Howard) won a rock hammer, wonder bar,  Vandonite crystal, coffee and cups (donated by 
Armour Fire) 
20. Dan and Kathy Short 
21. Bill Poore won a radio shack detector (donated by Terry Shoen), pry bar, painted saw blade, fire extinguisher (Donated by 
Armour Fire.) On top of all of this Bill also won a pocket pry bar and the 50/50 raffle. 
22. Bill Reboin ( and Samantha) 
23. Randy Huckabay, Dave, Jewelie, Karri, and Michael Rickman won a  flashlight, upi hat, quartz crystal, grab bag, loop, ci-
gar box with tubes,  and digging utensils 
24. Charles Lebebach won a Morgan dollar, Sacajuia dollar, Susan B. Anthony dollar, knife and holder (donated by Dale 
Newlin) 
     Well I come up with 42 members and guests present for the Bull Creek event. Not too shabby at all. The weather was great 
the folks were great! 

Above were the Raffle Winners in the Nugget an 50/50 categories at Bull , in each case pictured in the floral print with UPI President Don Siegel.  
Left to right: Big Nugget Dale Lewin, Don Reed the Small Nugget, and Bill Poore, the 50/50!  Well done folks!!! 

More of the Raffle! 

Overview of the raf-
fle by Christa to left. 



Gold Mine 

2866 Fulton Avenue 
Sacramento, California 
(916) 480-9090 
Sacramento's Newest One Stop Prospecting and Metal Detecting Supply Store On the 
S.E. corner of Fulton & Marconi in the Mueller Center 

Keene Engineering Key Dealer 
Metal Detectors - - - - -Fisher, Garrett, Minelab and Whites 
Head phones, coils, recovery tools, pouches and more 
Detector Pro, Sun Ray and Jimmy Sierra 
Books- - - A large selection- - - Prospecting, dredging, de-
tecting, history. Where to go, how to do it- - gold , coins, 
beach or river 

Our goal is to serve you, the customer. We welcome your 
comments. We will be adding new products and services to 

better serve you.  

N 
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Marconi Ave. 
UPI Members 

Present your Card and 
get a 5% discount 

More of the outing! 

Check out the 
batch of raffle 
prizes, left, 
there was. A 
really good 
variety and 
good count! 
See what you 
missed out on. 

Almost 
forgot 
these 
raffle 
winners!! 
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Views and opinions expressed in this column are the 
personal viewpoint of  the Editor/Publisher, and have no 
bearing on, nor do they have any relationship toward, 
the goals, purposes, policies, programs of United Pros-
pectors Inc.  
     Your responses to this column and the newsletter in 
general may play a part in the content of the newsletter 
and the way I vote as a Director.  Please feel free to 
contact me.  
Note:  The beginning of this story was run 
several months ago in this publication. This 
is a win for all forest users!!!! 
 
WESTERN SLOPE NO-FEE COALITION 
P.O. Box 135, Durango, CO 81302 
www.westernslopenofee.org 
More information: 
Robert Funkhouser 802/235-2299 rfunk9999@earthlink.net 
Kitty Benzar 970/259-4616 wsnfc@earthlink.net 
For Immediate Release 
     FEDERAL COURT FINDS ARIZONA FOREST SERVICE 
FEE PROGRAM IS ILLEGAL. Hiking and Parking Fees Are Not Au-
thorized In Fee Law 
     A mild-mannered, churchgoing, Tucson legal secretary has pulled the 
legal rug out from under a major Forest Service fee program, and poten-
tially from hundreds of similar programs nationwide. 
     When Chris Wallace decided to fight the two tickets she received last 
September for going on backcountry hikes on Mt Lemmon without dis-
playing a $5 access pass on her parked car, the Forest Service got more 
than they bargained for. With the help of California attorney Mary Ellen 
Barilotti, she challenged whether the Forest Service has legal authority 
to charge the fee. 
     On September 5, United States Magistrate Judge Charles R. Pyle 
agreed with Wallace. He dismissed both her tickets because the Mt Lem-
mon fee does not meet federal requirements. The Court found that: 
-      The legal prohibition on fees for certain activities applies even 
within a High Impact Recreation Area 
-       The Forest Service does not have authority to charge a fee for park-
ing along roads, or for undeveloped, minimally developed or semi-
developed sites 
-        The Forest Service has no authority to charge fees for trails, trail 
sides, or developed trailheads 

The agency is prohibited from charging for camping at undevel-
oped sites. 

     Wallace's case hinged on the restrictions spelled out in the Federal 
Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (FLREA), which was passed by 
Congress as an appropriations rider in December 2004. The FLREA re-
pealed the unpopular Fee Demo law and replaced it with a permanent, 
but more restrictive, fee authority for the Forest Service, BLM, Fish and 
Wildlife Service, National Park Service, and Bureau of Reclamation. 
The FLREA specifically prohibits fees merely for parking, for hiking 

through Forest Service lands, or for access to undeveloped backcountry. 
     After passage of the FLREA, the Forest Service issued internal guide-
lines that allow parking, hiking, and access fees in areas designated as 
"High Impact Recreation Areas" or HIRAs. Under these guidelines, fees 
are being charged nationwide for parking at undeveloped areas, trail-
heads, and along state highways and county roads. 
     The Western Slope No-Fee Coalition has challenged the concept of 
HIRAs, pointing out that they are not authorized in the FLREA and in 
fact are being used to skirt the restrictions in the law. A WSNFC Report 
to Congress documenting widespread 
non-compliance with the FLREA by the 
Forest Service was published in October 
2005, in conjunction with a hearing by 
the Senate Subcommittee on Public 
Lands and Forests.  The Mt Lemmon 
fee area was one of many identified in 
the Report as non-compliant with the 
FLREA. The Report can be read at 
http://www.westernslopenofee.org/
NoFee/WSNFC_Survey_Report.pdf 
     Following the Senate hearing, Un-
dersecretary of Agriculture Mark Rey 
produced for Congress a list of 1,339 
sites located within HIRAs. Of those, 
739, or 75%, do not qualify individually 
for fees under the FLREA. The Wallace 
case challenged whether the Forest Ser-
vice has authority to ignore the law's 
restrictions just because a site is within a 
HIRA. 
     Judge Pyle's ruling confirms that they do not. The ruling says, "With 
respect to the 20 developed trailheads [on Mt Lemmon], never in the 42 
year history of fee-charging on federal lands has fee-charging for trail-
heads ever been contemplated by Congress. . .Of the 48 sites identified 
by the USFS, only nine picnic areas are appropriate for a standard amen-
ity recreation fee, the fee at issue in this case, assuming they are in fact 
developed sites, and not roadside picnic tables and trash cans." 
     Other similar fee programs that are potentially affected by the ruling 
include Mt Evans in Colorado, Sandia Byway in New Mexico, American 
Fork Canyon in Utah, the Northwest Forest Pass in Washington and Ore-
gon, and the Adventure Pass in Southern California. 
      "For them to continue to charge fees for parking, hiking, and back-
country access after this ruling is inexcusable," said WSNFC President 
Robert Funkhouser.  "This decision confirms that the Forest Service is 
not above the law." 
     Judge Pyle's ruling concurs, stating "The USFS needs to abide by the 
constraints of Congress and allow reasonable access to dispersed areas 
for low impact activities." 

POTPOURRI 
Miscellaneous items of interest© 

Bill Reboin, Ed/Pub and his 
pooch Samantha. 

It is believed that there are a 
number of USFS civil servants 
that would love to see all forests 
posted like this.  

Left: Is this laid back 
or what? Not sure 
what is going on 
here , maybe just 
getting things sorted 
out before the mining 
begins.  



UPI BULLETIN BOARD  
Member ads not renewed bi-monthly will be automatically dropped. Ed/Pub 

UPI Classified ad Space is available to members FREE 

UPI Mail Order Form 
Send all orders with check or money order payable to United Prospectors Inc 

C/O Aaron Matula 
19131 Vaughn Ave. 

Castro Valley, CA 94546 

White's Metal Detector 
     I am the Original owner of this Whites Eagle 11 SL Detec-
tor, This Detector is Totally Programmable, and has a Lot of 
Features. 
I have all 3 of the Owner Manuals for it, Plus it comes with a 
Hard Case to Carry it in, also the retrieving Tools. 

The Price is  $300.00 
My Phone Number is 916-485-2611   Ask for Don 

WE NEED YOU!  
     The UPI Board of Directors need you 
to step up to the plate and be doers not 
followers.  Do you have computer experi-
ence? Do you have experience in working 
in Micro- soft  Word, Excel, Access, and 
Publisher, the Microsoft Office Suite.  
We can use your help, be it as an Officer 
or Director or just a plain old helper/
volunteer. Training is available if you 
have the desire and have some computer 
experience.    
     Come to the Spanish Creek outing and 
make yourself known. If you can’t make 
it to the outing but want to volunteer 
your service/expertise, please contact any 
of your Board of Directors and let us 
know what your interests are. 
     Thank you.  

QTY ITEM DESCRIPTION S M L XL XXL  PRICE TOTAL 

 DECAL       $1.00   

 PIN        $2.00   

 BALL CAP**       $5.00   

 SMALL FLAG       $5.00   

 LARGE FLAG       $7.00   

 TEE SHIRT (ADD $1.00 FOR XXL) **       $10.00   

 SWEAT SHIRT (ADD $1.00 FOR XXL)       $16.00   

 WINDBREAKER (ADD $1.00 FOR XXL)       $20.00   

         

 ** shirts will be increasing to $12.00 01/01/2007        

 ** ball caps will be increasing to $7.00 01/01/07        

 SHIPPING/HANDLING       $5.00  

       TOTAL  
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Web site: www. unitedprospectors.com 
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Membership is open to anyone interested, 18 years or older. One membership includes a spouse & children under the age of 18.  All member-
ships are good for a period of one year and will expire on your anniversary date. 
 
Membership Dues:  (check your preference below)         Number of qualifying family members_________ 
 
Annual Membership -  $45.00/year:   New          Renewal              Lifetime Membership - $450.00             Foreign Countries -  $55.00/year     
 
Name: (Please Print)______________________________________________  Phone  (        )_______________________   Age_______ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________  E-mail Address: ________________________________ 
 
City: ____________________________   County_________________     State: ___________________    Zip code: ______________ 
 
I hereby apply for membership/renewal with United Prospectors, Inc. (“United Prospectors”). I understand that United Prospectors and its 
agents do not provide goods or services for my activities including, for example, mining equipment or supplies, lodging, transportation, food 
services etc. United prospectors is not liable for any negligent or willful  act or failure to act by providers of such goods or services during my 
activities. I acknowledge that there may be certain risks involved with activities as a member including, but not limited to, rugged or uneven 
terrain, uncertain or unpredictable river currents, physical exertion for which I am not prepared, other un-known forces of nature, high altitude, 
accident or illness without access to means of rapid evacuation or availability of medical supplies, the adequacy of medical attention once pro-
vided, or negligence on the part of United Prospectors. I HEREBY AGREE TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR MY OWN WELFARE AND AC-
CEPT ANY AND ALL RISKS OF UNANTICIPATED EVENTS, ILLNESS, INJURY, EMOTIONAL TRAUMA OR DEATH. I acknowledge 
that the cost of United Prospectors memberships is based upon participants executing this Release of Liability. Therefore, as lawful considera-
tion for being permitted to participate as a member, I hereby RELEASE AND DISCHARGE FOREVER UNITED PROSPECTORS FROM 
AND AGAINST ANY AND ALL LIABILITY ARISING FROM MY MEMBERSHIP OR MY ACTIVITIES AS A MEMBER. I agree that 
this release shall be legally binding upon me personally, all members of my family and all minors traveling with me, my heirs, successors, as-
signs and legal representatives, it being my intention to fully assume all the risk associated with my activities as a member and to release United 
Prospectors from any and all liabilities to the maximum extent permitted by law.    
 

I HAVE READ AND FULLY UNDERSTAND THIS RELEASE AND MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

SIGNATURE_____________________________________________  DATE____________________ 
 
Please mail this completed (signed and dated) application along with your check/money order to: 
 

UPI Membership, C/O Linda Doyle 
P. O. Box 1480 

El Dorado, CA 95623 

See you at Spanish Creek! 


