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MARCH-APRIL PRESSDENT MESSAGE
The Oxbow outing is just around the corner, April 3 & 4. There was quite a turnout last year, and we expect the same this year. There was lots of gold found there
last year, and there is more to be found. There should be plenty of camping on the
lower campground this year, and there is an overflow area up on the ridge. There are
new restrooms at the site also. Make sure you have your campfire permit for your
stoves and campfires.
We will have a horseshoe-pitching contest, if we get enough people to sign up.
There will be prizes for first, second and third. The entry fee will be $2.00. This will
be held on Saturday afternoon.
We will be releasing four new claims this year, probably around July. They total
about 500 acres. These additions to our inventory will almost double our claims acreage. With this addition, we will have over 1300 acres to go mining on. How’s that to
start your year out with. So make sure you get your renewal for your membership in
early so you can enjoy these new claims. See you at Oxbow.
Your Pres.
Daniel Short Jr.
OXBOW LAST YEAR! Below left: President, Dan Short w/members in back.
Below right: Editor/Publisher, Bill Reboin and his faithful hound Samantha
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Partial Outing Schedule
April 3 & 4: Oxbow, open mining area
on the American River
June 5 & 6: Bull Creek, be sure to file
Notice of Intent if dredging.
July 1 thru 4: Twain, this is a Memorial
outing in memory of Joan Randall.
July 31 & Aug. 1: Genesee, this could
prove exiting.
Aug. 27, 28 & 29: Location to be announced.
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Chapters and Clubs
For Chapter meeting times please contact the representative indicated for your Chapter area. For
information or volunteer work on area Chapters listed as Open, please contact the Club President
or Vise President at the number sat the upper left hand of this page.
Alameda County, Chairperson; SteveKleszyk, (925) 443-4993 or ratled88@aol.com
Meeting held at- - - - Prospectors Claim Store
174 S. “K” Street
Livermore, CA
Contra Costa County, Chairperson; Tom Eastland.(925) 932-4288 or
tceasland@comcast.net
Meeting held at- - - First Baptist Church Mansion
3033 Bonifacio St.
Concord, CA
Madera County, Chairperson; Bill Poore, (559) 674-9756 or whp@madnet.net
Meeting held at - - - Bills Place
16760 Tuolumne Street
Madera, CA
Sacramento County, Chairperson; Jim Georgia, (916) 359-0715 or jgeorgia@surewest.net
Meeting held at - - - Contact Jim
San Joaquin County, Chairperson; Open
Seifert Center
Benjamin Holt Dr. & Alturas Ave.
Stockton, CA
Santa Clara County, Chairperson; Open
Stanislaus County, Chairperson: Don Siegel, (209) 551-9802 or dps0736@aol.com
Meeting held at- - - Dons home, call for particulars
Next meeting Sept. 26 at 7:00pm
The old miner sez: Well it look like it be getting ta Bush wackin an Kerry wackin time. Ya
thenk ya kin put up with it till ‘vember,? Yikes!
Got better thins ta do like prospeckin.
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mailing of the Newsletter and the non-member Guidebook, issued upon renewal, in the United States, a picture guide of our claims with no locations indicated.
Foreign Membership is $45.00/year and foreign Lifetime
Membership is $450.00. Foreign non-member subscription is $35.00/year. Foreign Memberships are in U.S.
dollars. Updated Guidebooks are issued upon renewal of
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Unsolicited e-mail submissions become the property of
UPI to use as they wish. Submissions in writing, accompanied by a self addressed stamped envelope will be
returned to the sender if not used.
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BOARD NOTES
No Meeting Held
From: WESTERN SLOPE NO-FEE COALITION
February 6, 2004
Subject - Adventure Pass Conviction
Man found guilty of walking in forest without paying $5 recreational
fee.
United States District Court Magistrate Judge Jennifer T. Lum found
Mr. Robert Bartsch guilty of engaging in a recreational activity within
the San Bernardino National Forest without paying the $5 recreational
fee known as the Adventure Pass. According to Forest Officer Nathan
Judy, the car belonging to Mr. Bartsch was parked near the San Antonio
Canyon Falls Road August 17, 2003 and was not displaying the Pass.
The defendant admitted that he had hiked to the top of San Antonio
Peak (Mt.Baldy). This infraction is punishable by a maximum $100 fine,
with no possibility of jail time. The Forest Service has admitted that
they have written over 200,000 Notices of Non Compliance (within the
4 Southern California National Forests) to defiant forest visitors since
the inception of the fee program in 1997. Mr. Bartsch has had 6 previous Forest Service citations dismissed and claims he has been singled
out for persecution because he distributes information against this program to forest visitors.
Mr. Bartsch is the second person successfully prosecuted by the Forest Service here in Southern California for failing to comply. Mr. Terry
Dahl of Santa Barbara was found guilty of not paying the fee January 9,
2001 by U. S. District Court Judge Christina A. Snyder and was instructed to pay restitution of $5 on the last one of 11 Notices of Non
Compliance plus a court fee of $10.
The Adventure Pass is part of the nation wide Recreational Fee Demonstration Program which was passed as arider on the Appropriations
Bill in 1996. This program has just been extended September 2003 by
another rider on the appropriations bill for the fifth time by congress and
is now scheduled to end January 1, 2006.
The United States Government waived the $100 fine. Magistrate Jennifer Lum did sentence Mr. Bartsch to three months probation with the
stipulation that he stay out of the forest for that period of time and a $10
court cost. This verdict will be appealed.

If I cannot continue to pursue freedom the way that our forefathers intended, you may as well lock me in prison. I refuse to pay any monetary
fine that you impose on me or serve community service as a penalty.
There is only one way that I can prove to this court, the Forest Service and our lawmakers that there are still many millions of Americans
who believe in and cherish the principles of freedom that our forefathers
fought and died for. I am unwilling to compromise those principles and
for this reason, I will serve the time in prison rather than pay the $100
fine. There is no other way that I can protest this totally corrupt unAmerican test program that was fostered by corporate America to benefit corporate America. I will appeal this guilty verdict.
End of statement
Note: Mr. Robert W. Bartsch
449 Vista Ave.
Pasadena, California 91107
626-795-2642
rsbartsch@earthlink.net
WSNFC Note: THERE HAVE BEEN AT LEAST 28 CONVICTIONS
IN COLORADO SO FAR.

Mr. Bartsch made the following statement to the court:
February 5, 2004
Your Honor:
I am not guilty of doing anything immoral or wrong. If this test program (which is responsible for me being here in court today) becomes
permanent law, we will be barred from all of our public lands without a
permit everywhere within this country. This will essentially take away a
very important part of our freedom so that it can be sold back to us at
"FAIR MARKET VALUE". There is no limit as to what we can be
charged.
Without a doubt, the vast majority of Americans will agree, that we
will have lost a very important part of our freedom if we must have a
permit to simply go for a walk in our forest. Our public lands belong to
all citizens of this country, rich and poor, not just those who can afford
to buy a permit to leave the city. It looks to me as if America has become a hypocrisy, our government brags to the rest of the world how
wonderful our freedom is and at the same time they are taking away our
birthright to walk on our own public lands. I really do believe that this is
a sad day in the history of our country.
Your honor, I am 64 years old and the best years of my life are over.
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These Park Rangers, Saint Elias National Park, in Alaska look more
like members of a SWAT Team. Note the side arms and the CA illegal pistol grip shot gun in the backpack.
Picture from ALRA website. Wrangell-St. Elias News

REMINDERS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Please remember not to toss your Guidebook at the end of the season. It will be continually updated via the newsletter.
Remember to get your campfire permit before heading out into the
woods.
Remember to make any change in your e-mail address known to
Linda Doyle, Membership. We use this medium for emergencies.
Remember to renew your membership on time so you don’t miss
out on any newsletters and any important information regarding
outings.
Remember if you have a news event you are invited to contact the
Editor-in-Chief/Publisher.

NEW MEMBERS AND
RENEWING MEMBERSHIPS

Jim & Carolyn Anderson
Wayne Baker
Allan R. Batchler
Gerald Boyle
Charles Brooks
Harvey & Mattie Brookshire
Ralph Caldwell
David Dhont
Bob Divine
Adrian & Maureen Dyette
Tom & Christa Eastland
Bernard G. Grabowski
Bert Haines
James Hammond
Nancy Hiteshew
Jack & Diane Hollinger
Don & Mary Ann Ivers - Mejia
Curtis Loyd
Joseph Loyd
Ray & Audrey Maddalena
Ralph C. Miller Jr.
Bob Mixon
Gene & Eleanor Moore
Rick Neet
Neal & Stephanie Niederman
Richard Nystrom
Al & Hulda Onyika
Ron & Carol Parks
Clyde Pearson
Dwaine Pierzina
Don Porter
Anthony & Ethel Rinck
Don & Annie Robinson
Gary & Jean Roso
Ray Serna

This section is devoted to acknowledging and welcoming all members, new, and those renewing!
Here is a list of those members who have joined or renewed since mid-January of 2004. If we haven’t said it
before, welcome aboard.
As of 3/10/2004 information

Name

New Members
City/State

J. Allen Bailey
Mel & Theresa Beasley
Anton Bell
Brian Coughlin
Leon Farrell
Rey Florendo
Eric Fuess
William & Nancy Greymont
Fred Heil
John Luporini
Mark McDaniel
Mike Pappas
Anthony Pizzola
Jim Poindexter
Dennis Robnett
Robert Schuster
Stan Smart
Ross Smith

Wilmington, CA
Pacheco, CA
Paso Robles, CA
Lodi, CA
San Jose, CA
Vallejo, CA
Livermore, CA
Port Washington, WI
Modesto, CA
Livermore, CA
So. Lake Tahoe, CA
Concord, CA
Concord, CA
Tuolumne, CA
Auburn, CA
San Jose, CA
Stockton, CA
Danville, CA

Renewed Members
Name
City/State

Jim Ambrose
Sandy Anderson

Concord, CA
Salinas, CA

Oakley, CA
Placerville, CA
Prescott, AZ
Folsom, CA
Madera, CA
Redding, CA
Diablo, CA
Pleasant Hill, CA
Ridgecrest, CA
Fremont, CA
Pleasant Hill, CA
Rancho Cordova, CA
Coulterville, CA
Coggin, IA
Vallejo, CA
Concord, CA
Sacramento, CA
Gridley, CA
Gridley, CA
Modesto, CA
Yuba City, CA
Reno, NV
Greenville, CA
Garden Valley, CA
So. Lake Tahoe, CA
Paradise, CA
Fallon, NV
Valley Springs, CA
Lodi, CA
Stockton, CA
Lucerne, CA
Millwood, GA
Foresthill, CA
Tracy, CA
Merced, CA
(Continued on page 6)

Come and visit us at our
store in beautiful historic
downtown Auburn, CA.

Celebrating 20 years
of service for miners.

METAL DETECTORS
WHITES
MINELAB

Recovery equipment
SLUICE BOXES
SPIRAL WHEELS
DRY WASHERS
Fine gold recovery systems

DIVING ACCESSORIES
WET SUITS
PUMPS - JETS - HOSE
PUMP & ENGINE ASSEMBLY
BRIGGS & STRATTON
HONDA
SERVICES AVAILABLE
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HOME OF
BLUE BOWL
Precious metal recovery system

ACCESSORIES BY
Garrett, Grizzly, Estwing
Books, Maps, Rock tumblers and
complete line of lapidary equipment
All kinds of miners tools

(Continued from page 5)
Ray D. Shipman
Carl Stange
Keith Swett
Harris H. Swett
Arnold Thompson
Bobby Whitworth Jr.
Stephen Wilcox
Jesse Ybarra
Richard Yoshida

Daniel & Sam Wait
John Wills

RENEWED MEMBERS
Tracy, CA
La Grange, CA
Squaw Valley, CA
Hemet, CA
Sacramento, CA
Concord, CA
Pleasanton, CA
Gilroy, CA
Fresno, CA

Up for Renewal by May, 2004
Name
City/State

Joseph Battaglia
Jim Bohannan
Craig Boling
A.B. & Grace Carter
Mark Chambers
Doug Chenelle
Brian Cox
William Eastland
Richard Ewen
Robert Fainclle
James & Agnes Forshey
Rick Fox
Bill & Judy Gimple
Duel Jones
Joe & Betty Lea
Regis Lehrman
Jim McCaul
Andrew McFerren
Keith Micheletti
Lonnie Miles
Rex Miller
Gold Mine
Mark Newman
Paul Portnoff
Ace Smithart
Bob Thibault
Stan Webster
Richard & Carol Worthington

Up for Renewal by April, 2004
Name
City/State

Gary Anderson
Patrick Avilla
Scott Blum
Ray Budowich
Robert Burger
Bill & Mary Ann Cutts
George & Pat DeSloover
Allen & Gloria Freitas
Dino & Carol Giovannoi
Gary Hillier
Russell Lanini
Allen Laviolette
Mahlon Manley
Alan Maxwell
Dennis & Pat Mobley
Frank & Cynthia Newman
Joe O'Hearn
Douglas & Joy Parker
Carl Peterson
Wesley&Marsha Smith
Philip Smith
David Stein
Norman Trainer
Richard E. Voss

Stockton, CA
Los Molinos, CA

Lodi, CA
Placerville, CA
Quincy, CA
Coulterville, CA
Berkeley, CA
Tracy, CA
Castro Valley, CA
Modesto, CA
Manteca, CA
Marysville, CA
Lodi, CA
San Diego, CA
Oroville, CA
Meadow Vista, CA
Stockton, CA
Magalia, CA
Sacramento, CA
Alamo, CA
Rio Linda, CA
Pacheco, CA
Coulterville, CA
Sacramento, CA
Marysville, CA
Cardiff By Sea, CA

Stockton, CA
Patterson, CA
Pollock Pines, CA
National City, CA
Sparks, NV
Vallejo, CA
Visalia, CA
Placerville, CA
Pioneer, CA
Vallejo, CA
Placerville, CA
Coarsegold, CA
Greenville, CA
Patterson, CA
Visalia, CA
Livermore, CA
Stockton, CA
Livermore, CA
Napa, CA
Angles Camp, CA
Patterson, CA
Sacramento, CA
Greenville, CA
Coarsegold, CA
Orangevale, CA
Magalia, CA
San Jose, CA
Placerville, CA

The old miner sez: Wez got bunches o new akers o
claims come in up, ya better get yer memship uppa
date soen ya can go out en try em!

gold Mine
2866 Fulton Avenue
Sacramento, California
(916) 480-9090

Sacramento's Newest Prospecting and Metal Detecting Supply Store
On the S.E. corner of Fulton & Marconi in the Mueller Center
Keene Engineering Key Dealer
N
Metal Detectors - - - - -Fisher, Garrett, Minelab and Whites
Head phones, coils, recovery tools, pouches and more
Detector Pro, Sun Ray and Jimmy Sierra
Books- - - A large selection- - - Prospecting, dredging, detecting, history. Where to go, how to do
it- - gold , coins, beach or river
Our goal is to serve you, the customer. We welcome your comments. We will be
adding new products and services to better serve you.

Bruce & Mary Hampton
Owners
6

Ace Smithart
Manager

ADVOCATES CORNER
Political Action

Understanding the source of the problem is
sometimes the best way to know how to deal with
the issues it (the problem) creates. Let us walk thru
the Department of the Interior’s creation and what
Grievance/Political it does, how it works, where does it get its power
Gerald Hurt
over us? Just remember this principle “when you
give up a right (those rights that are given by our
creator) such as Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness for a benefit
or privilege from your government you will lose every time and deserve
in return nothing”.
During the birth of our country land was called the “National Public
Domain”. This meant the land had not been proceed into private ownership, but could be acquired by a very simple process (land patent) and
was open to the public for
development. At one time
nearly 80% of this nation
was available to be purchased by private citizens.
In 1780 the first Federal
(Federal being defined as
centralized) government
public domain was created
when the State of New
York gave up its rights to
claim lands west of the
Appalachian. By 1802 all
of the original colonies (i.
e.…states) also yielded
their rights to claims on lands west of the Appalachian to a fast growing
Federal Government. This is where the tail starts to wage the dog. This
was the beginning of the U.S. Department of Interior Bureau of Land
Management” (BLM) as we see it today.
Two hundred years later what can we do?
This is where things start to change from land that belonged
to us all “We the People” to land that is protected from all of us
“We the People”. By 1812 Congress established the General
Land Office and later combined it with the United States Grazing Service, which together make up present day Bureau of
Land Management (BLM). Remember public domain was land
that was never moved into private ownership and was reserved
for the people. “The Bill of Rights” was declared to be in force
December 15, 1791. The 10TH Amendment said, “The powers
not delegated to the United States by The Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states respectively
or to the people”. The “U.S. Constitution”, was and still is a
restriction on the Federal Government being used against the
people, evident also by separation of powers. Checks and balances were
in placed to stop it’s abuse of “We the People”. As you can see two
hundred years ago the safeguards were in place. What happened to
change all of protections that were placed to preserve our posterity?
Some think we fell asleep and a thief stole the blessings of liberty in
the night. Some may think that this is true, but the true price of liberty is
the cost of eternal vigilance. Well maybe we are down but we are not
out.
Believe it or not the greatest protector of this national public domain
was and still is our U.S. Congress. Our U.S. Congress enacted thousands
of laws to protect our national public domain. These laws, like the
strings in the fairy tale story of “Gulliver’s Travels” tied down the abusive Federal Government bureaucrats from getting loose and attacking
our rights. Thru the years that followed, a “New Era of Public Land
Management” weakened the strings.
The mining law of 1872 “codified in 30 U.S.C. & 26; Shumway, 199

f.3d at 1099” had very few restrictions on the miners that were serious
about the minerals that were claimed. Other acts of congress started to
loosen the giant Federal government (bureaucrats) from the rope restraints that guarded our liberty and rights were gradually weakened by
legislative mandate. They (bureaucrats) became aware of the weaknesses
of the rope tie down system had (laws). Slipping those bonds they
(bureaucrats) started to rewrite laws from a different perspective, on a
more social agenda, if you know what I mean. In 1955 under the unassuming title of the Surface Resources and Multiple Use Act, notice that
this is an act, like a scene in a movie, an assault was started. They
(bureaucrats) were looking for a weak spot to cut the restraints and
loosen the arm of the federal government. The ropes were stressed and
got loose, but the ropes now weakened held. Nearly ten years later the
cry to invade liberty and rights was once again heard. A commission in
1964 studied the knots in the ropes of liberty that restrained federal government. These knots were found to be laws written by congress. For
nearly 200 years these were the restraints that worked to stop the abuse
of the federal government, now the laws would change for the
greater good of the people. There are some 2,669 laws that still
have some bearing on the administration of the public lands. Then
it happened on October 21, 1976 the last day of the 94th Congress
was in session. While the country celebrated the 200th year of its
birth the enemy within struck it’s blow on our liberty. In the closing hour of that session the destruction of the “Bill Of Rights” was
nearly completed. The passing into existence the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act of 1976 was complete and authority
was given to the U.S. Department of Interior Bureau of Land Management, a new era for public land management began. Only two
hundred years after our “Declaration of Independence”, we have
come full circle. From surfs on the land begging and pleading to
the King of England for mercy to a kind of American surf where
the federal bureaucrats control the very claim we work. While in
the pursuit of Life, Liberty and Happiness we forgot to watch our backside. It’s these people who are not elected, but appointed by those who
are elected that use the offices to promote their views. The appointed
bureaucrats have an agenda and
thru internal policy (not Law)
they are interpreting what they
want to have accomplished.
They (bureaucrats) are after the
only resource we have that controls the wealth of the nation:
Our raw materials that we attempt to work out of the
ground. At this time congress
has no will to take control of
this problem so we will have to
work within the restraints of
policy whether we like it or not,
we simply have no choice. We
must launch an organized campaign at this time to get to know our elected officials by name and the
way they vote. Watch for the next issue for more insight.

Parallels
The Editor/Publisher invites you to look at the parallels of the above
article and the article that appears in Potpourri, page 9. Mind you there
was no collaboration between the authors of the two articles. Both articles were written from different sources of information. Yes both authors enjoy doing what UPI has to offer, and yes we both feel that we
have a sort of revolution brewing.
The bottom line folks is this: If you like doing what UPI likes doing
and you want to continue doing it, you need to become more than a
spectator. You need to become a doer, and forget about just reaping the
benefits. Get politically active before you lose your rights!
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NEW POSSIBILITY!
DO MEMBERS CARE?
In issue 264 of this newsletter, page 7 of the last issue published, the
Editor-in-Chief/Publisher asked for member input regarding putting the
newsletter on the website for you to download. This would save printing and mailing costs, and leave more dollars for expanding the club.
There were seven (7) responses in the affirmative, and none in the negative. Well over the majority vote requirement to implement. IS THIS
WHAT YOU WANT?
From the response received the Ed/Pub would have to perceive that
the bulk of the UPI membership didn’t receive the newsletter, which is
nonsense considering it is mailed first class. The second thought is that
the membership doesn’t read the newsletter. This can be believed to a
small degree by phone calls and e-mails received concerning what is
going on.
The newsletter is the communication line between the members and
the board. How are we as a Board to know what the membership wants
if the membership doesn’t communicate? Is one to perceive that the
newsletter is something that the members don’t want?
I’m not looking for a pat on the back, a well done or anything like
that here. I’m wanting the membership to get involved. You are a member, be an active member, not a spectator! Be a doer. Be cause, not effect! This is the only way we can expand and prosper in what we enjoy
doing. With all of those Wackos out there that don’t want to see us doing what we are doing, if you don’t take the position of cause point, we
all may end up being effect point. Things don’t just happen, people
make them happen. Just watch the crap coming down the shoot from
the liberals and the conservatives the next few months if you disagree
with what is being said here. Cause/effect in motion, not that the constant political rhetoric is agreed with.

which I have a copy of, contained a brief history of gold and its effects
on individuals and civilizations, and its scientific properties. I think it
was well done and creative.
Cody’s Bibliography page, page five of his report, references UPI
newsletter issue number 239, May 2001, Oxbow. Page 4 of his report
also depicts a copy of a UPI newsletter along with various mining tools
and implements sitting on a table or other flat surface. How wonderful,
and isn't it amazing that our first outing this year is at Oxbow. Me
thinks that Cody has us figured out, and will probably end up being a
UPI Life Member.
On page 10 of this publication please find pages 1 & 2 of Cody’s
report. These two pages are the ones that I think will reproduce best for
insertion into the newsletter.

Oxbow 2003

On the positive side!

Thanks guys!
Ed/Pub

Member Response
A really nice letter was received from member Rex Miller. Rex and
his son Cody are regulars at the UPI outings, and reside in Patterson,
CA. Recently Cody, an 8th grader, and his class, were assigned a school
class project of producing a report on “Gold as an Element.”
Needless to say as a novice miner having experienced what it takes
to extract Au from Mother Earth, Cody was thrilled. Cody’s report, of
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POTPOURRI
Miscellaneous items of interest©
Views and opinions expressed in this column are the
personal viewpoint of the Editor/Publisher, and have no
bearing on, nor do they have any relationship toward,
the goals, purposes, policies, programs of United Prospectors Inc. This is my playground!
Some may like it, some may not. I hope it starts you
thinking, taking responsibility, and enjoying life and
livingness.

REMEMBER THE
RAFTERS?
BOXER BILL REVIVED

Bill Reboin, Ed/Pub and his
pooch Samantha.

One would have to guess that those of you that attended the Oxbow
outing in the spring of 2002 must remember the rafters. If you don’t
here is a little refresher that will help you. It will also fill those in that
weren’t there so they will have some basis for the following story:
We had quite a turnout for that outing so we pretty well had the
camping
area
filled up. We
were having our
board meeting
when
these
Upper Greenhorn
vanloads of rafters started coming in, commercial raft trips.
We had left the
ramp area open,
but the selection
of our meeting
place infringed a
bit on ramp ingress/egress.
One has to remember that Oxbow is a public access area open to all and
all kinds of legitimate activities. One also has to remember that there is
such a thing as common courtesy, and that we are sentient beings and
thus able to perceive and communicate.
As we were there, some myself included, several days before the
rafters arrived, and were in the process of a function, one would think
that a representative of the rafters would have had the courtesy to politely let us know that they needed more access room to the launch area.
Rather than doing this they just began walking through our meeting,
dragging their equipment through, screaming and yelling and being generally disruptive and discourteous like we didn’t exist. This is important: Oxbow is an open public area. Nobody, no group, no commercial
interest, has precedence. Just because these people, the rafters, paid
some commercial interest to take them down the river in a raft does not
give them special license to do as they please. What happened to common courtesy? The great bunch of great people that we are we moved
out of their way. However they didn’t bother to return the courtesy and
try and keep their noise down so we could continue our meeting without
their disturbance.
For the continuity of this article it is also important to know that this
was not the first and only encounter with rafters. The first encounter was
with rafters that paid for their trip down stream at the end of the run.
The run begins at Oxbow and ends at Ruck-a-Chucky. The attitude there
was the same. I paid for my trip; I own this piece of ground I’m standing
on. The off loading site is also public land open to all users.
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What’s the point of all of this? Why the rafter bashing? In the March
6, 2004 final edition of the Sacramento Bee, the only major daily newspaper in the area, and a newspaper that is tilted extremely liberal has a
six (6) column headline, “River enthusiasts lobby for wilderness plan.”
The sub headline “The Californians are making face-to-face pitches in
D.C. for Boxer’s legislation.”
Who are the celebrities? None other than the two California legislators bent on closing off California to all but the rich and famous, Dianne
Feinstein and Barbara Boxer. Both Democrats, that desire to see the
public land locked away for what both of them perceive as in the best
interest of the public. Who are the enthusiasts? “The Californians”, in
the article, are three commercial rafting outfits that make their livingtaking rafters down a wild river on a “thrill ride.” One from Angels
Camp, one from Humboldt County and one that claims to be the biggest
outfitter for the Merced and Tuolumne Rivers. (All California outfitters)
The other party involved is from the Fresno office of Friends of the
River. I have an experience with this group as well, though not the
Fresno office that I’ll publish one of these days. Certain of their activities observed were certainly not friendly, and were detrimental to the
environment.
Remember the “Boxer Bill” we followed it for a while and it then
took a nap? Well here we go again, it’s awake again. I forgot the name
of the bill, none-the-less it is something that is not needed. We already
have millions of acres tied up in Wilderness and many miles of Wild
and Scenic River in California. The original “Boxer Bill” would have
designated an additional 440 miles of rivers and 2.5 million more acres
as wild and scenic and wilderness in California. Current activity has
been diluted down about 85%.
What does that mean to miners even though its been diluted? Miners
still can’t touch it except by foot and pan. No motorized equipment,
though it’s permissible to go in by horse or mule back. Even though it
is watered down the math says, direct percentages, 66 more miles of
rivers shut down, and 375,000 more acres of land shut down to all but
those types of activities that
the environmental Wackos
Clippership UPI
proclaim non-deleterious.
Doing the math again you
might say that this isn’t
much. If math serves right
and they get this through,
they manage to get 100% of
what they want through.
Then they go to the next increment.
The Rafters! What are
they up to? Simple. They
want the river to themselves.
The same goes for Friends of
the River. They would go
insane if there happened to
be a dredger in their way, or
if a sluice operator built a
temporary dam to feed water
through their sluice. Or
heaven forbid a power
sluicer rearranging some
river gravels that fall within the normal high water line. These people/
groups, names and places can be supplied on request, have been having
(Continued on page 10)

(Continued from page 9)

From the Computer of the Membership Chair:

RAFTERS

meetings in Washington DC with many congressional offices. Their new
rational is don’t do a can opener and create a lot of waves, this ruffles
bathers. Tippy toe in, don’t make waves or noise.
The moral of the story is: Public land is our land collectively. It is
public land. It is open to all use as provide by law. It is not set-aside for
special users, special interests, special people, and special groups unless
there are provisions in the law of the land that allow for such. The Mining Law of 1872 provides miners with a special set-aside that allows for
mineral extraction rights. Miners for the mineral rights to a legal claim
pay property taxes, and other mandatory fees to the various governing
agencies. Miners with a legal claim do not have the right to forbid use of
any kind but mineral extraction, with the exception of a patented claim.
(None of UPI’s claims are patented.) For Boxer et al to lobby to have
special set-asides made for special groups/interests, and prohibiting other
uses as provided by law, without the special groups/interests/users paying special fees and taxes is a violation of the civil rights of each and
every excluded user. One would also have to think that if old mining
roads and county roads, used for routine access to an affected area were
closed off by Boxer et al’s shenanigans without special provisions made
for disabled access, that Boxer et al would also be rich targets for Americans with Disabilities Act law suits.

Please note that the password for our website will change on April 1,
2004. An automated email will be sent to those who have their emailmail address on file. If you do not receive the password info via emailmail, please follow the instructions on the website, www.
unitedprospectors.com, to obtain current password info.
Thank you!
Linda Doyle, UPI Membership

Guidebook Changes.

Please make the following changes in your Guidebook:
1. Kathy Short, Outing coordinator, change phone number to (209)
969-5299. “Who to call page.”
2. The number for DF & G in the Guidebook has been disconnected.
Change the number to (916) 227-2245. “Mining Rules page.

Oxbow potluck 2003

Thank You!

The lady finds a nugget! Oxbow

Below: Page 1 & 2 of Cody’s Report
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UPI BULLETIN BOARD
Member ads not renewed bi-monthly will be automatically dropped. Ed/Pub

UPI Classified ad Space is available to members FREE

FOR SALE

Two 20 acre placer claims on Know Nothing Creek. Off the South Fork of the Salmon
River, several miles upstream from Salmon River UPI, in Siskiyou County. Nuggets and
pocket gold! Space for camping on claims and public camp grounds close by. Upstream
of claims are un-claimed, additional potential. $4000.00 for the two claims, 10% off for
UPI Club Members.
Call Troy, UPI Member
(530) 283-3966

LOOKING!!

TWO ITEMS

Hi all! I am looking for some jewelry making
tools and equipment. If any of you know of anyone
that wants to get rid of some stone cutting saws,
acetylene or propane torch for soldering silver and
gold, please let me know. I am taking classes in jewelry making and desperately need this equipment.

ONE: FOR SALE- - - Set of plastic pontoons. Will
support up to 2.5 – 3 horsepower motor.
TWO: - - - Heading for Alaska to do some mining/
prospecting. Planning on leaving around middle to
later part of April. Planning on spending several
months there. LOOKING FOR A PART-

THANKS!

NER!
If you have interest in either please contact - - - Jesse Yberra
(408) 847-2817

Art Apodaca
(209) 722-3533
anl@mercednet.com

UPI Mail Order Form
Send all orders with check or money order payable to United Prospectors Inc
C/O Tom Eastland

172 Belle Avenue
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

QTY

ITEM DESCRIPTION
DECAL
PIN
BALL CAP
SMALL FLAG
LARGE FLAG
TEE SHIRT (ADD $1.00 FOR XXL)
SWEAT SHIRT (ADD $1.00 FOR XXL)
WINDBREAKER (ADD $1.00 FOR XXL)

S M L XL XXL PRICE TOTAL
$1.00
$2.00
$5.00
$5.00
$7.00
$10.00
$16.00
$20.00

SHIPING / HANDLING

$5.00
TOTAL

SEE YOU AT THE NEXT OUTING!
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Membership is open to anyone interested, 18 years or older. One membership includes a spouse & children under the age of 18. All memberships are good for a period of one year and will expire on your anniversary date.
Membership Dues: (check your preference below)
Annual Membership - $35.00/year: New

Number of qualifying family members_________

Renewal

Lifetime Membership - $350.00

Name: (Please Print)______________________________________________ Phone (

Foreign Countries - $45.00/year

)_______________________ Age_______

Address: ____________________________________________ E-mail Address: ________________________________
City: ____________________________ County_________________

State: ___________________ Zip code: ______________

I hereby apply for membership/renewal with United Prospectors, Inc. (“United Prospectors”). I understand that United Prospectors and its
agents do not provide goods or services for my activities including, for example, mining equipment or supplies, lodging, transportation, food
services etc. United prospectors is not liable for any negligent or willful act or failure to act by providers of such goods or services during my
activities. I acknowledge that there may be certain risks involved with activities as a member including, but not limited to, rugged or uneven
terrain, uncertain or unpredictable river currents, physical exertion for which I am not prepared, other un-known forces of nature, high altitude,
accident or illness without access to means of rapid evacuation or availability of medical supplies, the adequacy of medical attention once provided, or negligence on the part of United Prospectors. I HEREBY AGREE TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR MY OWN WELFARE AND ACCEPT ANY AND ALL RISKS OF UNANTICIPATED EVENTS, ILLNESS, INJURY, EMOTIONAL TRAUMA OR DEATH. I acknowledge
that the cost of United Prospectors memberships is based upon participants executing this Release of Liability. Therefore, as lawful consideration for being permitted to participate as a member, I hereby RELEASE AND DISCHARGE FOREVER UNITED PROSPECTORS FROM
AND AGAINST ANY AND ALL LIABILITY ARISING FROM MY MEMBERSHIP OR MY ACTIVITIES AS A MEMBER. I agree that
this release shall be legally binding upon me personally, all members of my family and all minors traveling with me, my heirs, successors, assigns and legal representatives, it being my intention to fully assume all the risk associated with my activities as a member and to release United
Prospectors from any and all liabilities to the maximum extent permitted by law.
I HAVE READ AND FULLY UNDERSTAND THIS RELEASE AND MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
SIGNATURE_____________________________________________ DATE____________________
Please mail this completed (signed and dated) application along with your check/money order to:
UPI Membership, C/O Linda Doyle
P. O. Box 1480
El Dorado, CA 95623

