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HOPE TO SEE YA AT THE FIRST 
DEM DAR OUTING OF THE YEAR! 
 
March 25-27         Moccasin Creek 

Jim Madden, Assistant Claims 

Manager and Publisher/Editor In 

Chief. 



UNITED PROSPECTORS INC. 
MESSAGE FROM YOUR OFFICERS 

President 

  

      Good news, our outing schedule has been set for 2011 (see below).  First stop Moccasin Creek the 
weekend of  March 25th.  For you new members, the outings are a great time to get to know the other 
club members.  Also, if  you need any help in how to prospect, there will be many of us there to assist 
you.  There is a potluck and raffle on Saturday night and other activities over the course of the week-
end.  Also, thanks to Bob, port-a-potties are  available at all the scheduled outings!   
    Important news.  On February 28th, the California Department of Fish and Game 
(DFG) announced the release of the DRAFT Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR) for 
the Suction Dredge Permit Program.  This is the next step in the environmental review process pre-
scribed by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The release triggers a 60-day com-
ment period during which agencies and the public are encouraged to review and comment on the 
document.  A copy of the report is available at www.dfg.ca.gov/suctiondredge/.  Please send your 
comments forward by April 29, 2011.  Also, see page 10 for a schedule of the public hearing dates.   
  
Hope to see you soon, Don. 
 

Vice President 
Ed Ozga 

       Finally, some good news!  Senators Atkinson, Hass, and Bates who introduced SB 765 to charge out 
       of state dredgers $2,500 for a permit in Oregon have withdrawn the bill. Thanks to all who helped by 
       writing and calling these Senators.  In addition, Senator Ted Gains, R-Roseville, CA has introduced a 
       measure (SB 657) that would repeal the statewide ban on suction dredge mining in California until a 
       full environmental review has been completed.  Senator Gains has stated that "It is irresponsible to 
       impose a one-size-fits-all ban on suction dredge mining before we even know what the effects  

       are.  There is no scientific evidence that points to suction dredge mining as a cause in the collapse of 

       fish populations.  An economic impact report has been started, but there seems to be no urgency in its 

       completion.  In the meantime, local economies are suffering and those who depend on the mining to 

make a living are impacted".  Senator Gains further stated that his measure "will ensure the viability of this industry until 
there is concrete proof that it does more harm than good.  The disruption of an entire way of life for some of my constitu-

ents is not something that should be done on a hunch".  Please join me in calling and writing Senator Gains to show our 
support of SB 657 (916-783-8232, 1700 Eureka Road, Suite 120, Roseville, CA  95661).  You can also log onto the 
Around the Capitol web site to make and review comments http://www.aroundthecapitol.com/Bills/SB_657/20112012/, 
however, remember that calls and handwritten letters get more attention. Remember, together we can make a difference! 
Hope to see you at the Moccasin Creek outing.   

May there be gold in your pan, Ed. 
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CONTACTING THE UPI BOARD 

DIRECT ALL MAIL TO: 

United Prospectors Inc. 
2401 E. Orangeburg Avenue Ste 675-237 

Modesto, CA  95355 

PRESIDENT 
Don Siegel 

President@unitedprospectors.com 

Phone: (209) 567-2370. 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Ed Ozga 

Vicepresident@unitedprospectors.com 

Phone: (925) 706-8193  

TREASURER 
Aaron Matula 

Chapters@unitedprospectors.com 

Contact by Email 

SECRETARY 
Rita Perry 

Secretary@unitedprospectors.com 

Phone: (530) 525-9987 

MEMBERSHIP 
David “Dave” Williams 

Membership@unitedprospectors.com 

Phone:  

PUB./ED-IN-CHIEF 
Jim Madden 

Editorinchief@unitedprospectors.com 

(650) 588-8081  

VOLUNTEERS 

Advocacy/Political Action: Jim Madden  (650) 589-8081 or  UPI.gold@yahoo.com 
           and Laurie Ozga (925) 706-8193 or OzMiner@msn.com 
Historian: Bill Reboin, (916) 362-3441 
Newsletter Editor: Linda Moore (707) 552-2393 or bellmusic4u@sbcglobal.net 
Publication Assistant: Cindy Siegel, (209) 551-9802 or cfs623@aol.com 
Technical Advisor; Chris “Kit” Perry, (530) 525-9987 technicaladvisor@unitedprospectors.com   
Wagonmaster: Bob Azbill, (530) 644-5365 or gazbill@internet49.com 
Webmaster: Mark Weber (707) 449-4808 or mark.weber@sbcglobal.net  

Chapters  
 

Contact the chapter chairperson for meeting information. 

 

Alameda County:Currently open 
 
Auburn Chapter: Currently open 
 
Contra Costa County: Chairperson;  Ed Ozga, (925) 706-8193 or OzMiner@msn.com 
 
Fresno, Kings, Madera and Merced Counties: Currently Open 

 
Marin, Sonoma Counties: Currently Open 
 
Sacramento County:Currently Open 

 
San Joaquin County: Currently Open 

 
Santa Clara County: Chairperson; Michael Phillips, (408) 595-9121 or  
kitfoxchumash@yahoo.com 
 
Stanislaus County:  Currently  Open 
 

Please contact the UPI Vice President if you are interested in starting a chapter in your area. 

UNITED PROSPECTORS INC. (UPI)© 

THE TRAILS AND TALES OF UPI© 
The Family oriented small scale mining organization. 

UPI JOURNAL/© 

NEWSLETTER© 
LOCATING GOLD GEMS AND MINERALS© 
Publisher/Editor-in-Chief                   Jim Madden 
Production of Guidebook                Mark E. Weber 
Subscriptions/Membership/Circulation 
              David “Dave” Williams 
UPI Business                                          Don Siegel 

Direct all mail to:  

United Prospectors Inc. 
2401 E. Orangeburg Avenue Ste 675-237 

Modesto, CA  95355 

 
     The UPI Newsletter (ISSN 1544-7774) is pub-
lished 5-6 issues per year, during the normal min-
ing season.  A  “Members Guidebook” is also 
published. Membership is $45.00/year and in-
cludes first class mailing of the Newsletter and  
Members Guidebook in the United States, to all 
new members. New Lifetime Membership is 
$450.00 and provides the same. Current Guide-
books are issued at the first of the year for new 
Regular and Life Memberships. For renewing and 
Life Memberships Guidebook update  pages  are a 
part of the newsletter printed so  pages from the 
newsletter can be inserted into their Guidebook 
binder. Non-member, subscription only, is 
$35.00/year and includes first class mailing of the 
Newsletter and the non-member Guidebook,  in 
the United States. It's a picture guide of our claims 
with no locations indicated. Foreign Membership 
is $55.00/year and foreign Lifetime Membership 
is $550.00. Foreign non-member subscription is 
$45.00/year. Foreign Memberships are in U.S. 
dollars. Updated Guidebook pages are issued upon 
renewal of Membership/Subscription via the 
newsletter. Inserts will be provided as Guidebook 
information changes. Members or Non-member 
Subscribers purchasing Membership or Subscrip-
tions understand that information contained in the 
UPI publications comes from many sources and 
information used is  considered as reliable, how-
ever UPI Officers, Directors, and Editors do not  
guarantee its authenticity, nor do we assume   
liability for its use or correctness. 
     Advertisers supply their own copy, sometimes 
edited with their permission, by UPI to enhance 
their ad or make it fit UPI publications.  The ad-
vertisers assume all responsibility for claims made 
in their advertising.  
     UPI encourages submission of articles of all 
kinds related to the trials and tribulations and ex-
periences of small scale miners, opinion pieces, 
cartoons, and poems.   Unsolicited e-mail submis-
sions become the property of UPI to use as they 
wish. Submissions in writing, accompanied by a 
self addressed stamped envelope will be returned 
to the sender if not used.  
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CLAIMS MANAGER 

Ron Coleman 
Claimsmanager@unitedprospectors.com 

Phone: (831) 262-1014 
 

ASS’T CLAIMS MANAGER 

Jim Madden 
Upi.gold@yahoo.com 

       Phone: (650) 589-8081           

OUTING COORDINATORS 

Terry & Debbie Moore 
Outingcoordintor@unitedprospectors.com  

Phone: (408) 400-0987                                                       

                                                

WAYS & MEANS 

Don Siegel 
Information at top. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

NOTE FROM YOUR EDITOR 

If you see a picture you would like to have, email  me with a description of the  
picture and your name and address.  I will be happy to email or snail mail it to you.   
 

-YOUR INPUT NEEDED- 

 

I am looking for your camp side recipes, stories of your outings, club information, 
items for sale, etc.  Please contact me with your information and input. 
 
Linda Moore, Editor 
Bellmusic4u@sbcglobal.net       (707) 552-2393 

Springtime is the land awakening.  The March 
winds are the morning yawn. 

Lewis Grizzard 



Board Meeting Minutes 
January 22, 2011   Manteca Meeting    UPI 
Minutes 
Meeting called to order at 11:00a.m. 
Officers Present:  Don Siegel, President; 
Ed Ozga, Vice President; Aaron Matula, 
Treasurer; Rita Perry, Secretary 
Directors Present: Ron Coleman, Claims; 
Dave Williams, Membership; Jim Madden, 
Publisher/Editor in Chief; Terry and Deb-
bie Moore, Outing Coordinator 
Members Present:  Terry Schoen, John and 
Cathy Meling, Laurie Ozga, Claude and 
Linda Moore, Bob and Georgia Azbill, 
Chris Perry, Denise Matula, David and 
Darlene Norman, and James Neeley 
Dave Williams, Ed Ozga, and Aaron 
Matula took their oath of office. 
Ron Coleman made a motion to accept the 
minutes, Linda Moore seconded the mo-
tion, the motion carried. 
Treasurer, Aaron Matula:  Aaron is dealing 
with the IRS regarding taxes that we may 
owe the Federal Government. We are Tax 
Exempt with the State of California but we 
are not with the Federal Government. He is 
working on getting this resolved so that we 
are considered a non-profit with the Fed-
eral Government as well. The State will be 
electronic next year. He is hoping to get 
everyone on board that is using checks to 
make sure they send him the receipts. He 
needs these receipts to prove what was 
spent not only for his records to be accu-
rate but in case there is an audit.  Begin-
ning balance as of 12/31/2009 $16,581.86 
Ending Balance as of December 2010 
$7,908.55 Debbie Moore made a motion to 
accept the treasure report, Ron Coleman 
seconded the motion, and the motion car-
ried. Budget was discussed as follows: 
Claims, $6,000; Membership, $1,000; Out-
ing Coordinator, $1,000; Publications, 
$4,500; Wagon Master, $1,600; Ways and 
Means, $2000,  Claims, Ron Coleman:  
BLM was paid their fees that were due.  
He did find out that we were over paying 
fees to the BLM in past years. He has not 
heard anymore regarding the Suzy Q 
Claim since June. If anyone wants to mine 
this claim they need to contact, Ron Cole-
man, Jim Madden or Dave Norman. NOI is 
only required at Bull Creek. Ron will be 
looking for more claims in Nevada and 

Southern California. UPI may consider re-
leasing Squirrel Creek to small claims, if 
decided to do so he will draw up the paper-
work to proceed. 
Outing Coordinator, Terry and Debbie 
Moore: Looking forward to the coming year 
with more fun. They would like to continue 
with games they had last year which were 
successful. These games included a detector 
hunt, egg hunt, camp fire games, and consid-
ering a few new ones. They are going to be 
involved with the Redding Gold Show this 
year March 18th. They need volunteers to 
show up to help set up.  Mike Phillips is in 
charge of the booth. 
Wagon Master, Bob Azbill: Tentative Sched-
ule for Outings as follows; Moccasin Creek 
March 25, 26, and 27; Bull Creek May 20, 
21, and 22; Genesee June 24 thru July 5 
meeting and potluck will be held on the sec-
ond weekend; Coulterville November 11, 12, 
and 13.  It was agreed to have a potluck at 
Coulterville with UPI purchasing the turkeys 
and ham.  It will be determined at a later date 
where the dinner will be held. 
Membership, Dave Williams: He met with 
Georgia for his training session. There are 68 
Lifetime Members, 306 Regular Members, 
17 Other Members.  There were 107 new 
member packets sent and 177 renewal pack-
ets mailed as well. There will be changes 
made to the wording on the Membership 
form regarding age. It will now read some-
thing to the affect “Over the age of eighteen”.  
PayPal is now available for renewals and 
purchasing items: pay-
ment@unitedprospectors.com will be used to 

purchase through PayPal. Jim Mad-
den will take the Tri-folds to Red-
ding to entice people to join UPI. 
Chapters, Ed Ozga:  There aren’t 
any new chapters. Hoping that 
Stanislaus and San Joaquin may 
start one up.  Georgia is hoping for 
an El Dorado Chapter with regards 
to her Gem and Mineral Club mem-
bers may want to join it.  Chapters 
will be publishing their outings in 
the newsletter. 
Publisher/Editor in Chief, Jim Mad-
den:  Linda is asking for input for 
the newsletter such as articles, 
games, and recipes. Linda thanked 
Laurie for helping with the newslet-
ter.  Ads were discussed and hoping 
to continue with some and having to 
delete a few. 
New Business: Mileage will be $.51 
for the Claims Director and also it 
will be decided for others on an in-
dividual basis. Claude Moore won a 
gold pan and Denise Matula won a 
nugget from a Participation Raffle 
Drawing. 

Meeting Adjourned at 2:11p.m. 

 

  

Mark Your                

Calendar Now

 

April 23, 24, & 25, 2011 - 
Two Day Gold Prospecting 
& Mining Summit, and One-
Day Hands On Training.                                        
El Dorado County Fair-
grounds                             
100 Placerville Dr.         

Placerville, CA  95677 

Visit www.icmj.com for 
lecture schedule and more 

information. 



Santa Clara County Chapter News 
As a chapter we will be helping Gold Prospectors Assoc. this year with the setup and take down of the Redding Gold Show March 

17 - 20th. UPI will be represented at this show with a membership drive. We will also be back at the San Jose Fairgrounds with our 

gold and gem stone panning booth April 15-17th.   Also we were asked to come back to the Amaden Mining Museum for their min-

ing day event July 30th. 

 

                                                                                                                          Mike Phillips, Santa Clara County Chapter Chairman 
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Contra Costa County Chapter News 
                                        IN MEMORY 
  
UPI would like to extend our condolences to the family of 
Rich Hunt.  We will miss our friend. 
  
Richard Randall Hunt (1966 - 2011) - A resident of Pinole, 
CA, Rich, at age 45, passed away March 1, 2011 from a heart 
attack.  Rich is survived by his wife, Harriet and children Sara 
and Seth and numerous relatives.   Donations are being ac-
cepted for the Memorial Fund for Richard Hunt Family.  You 
can visit any Wells Fargo Bank and deposit to account 
#9816864244. 
 Seth, you take care and we hope to see you again one of these 
days. 

Day Hands On Training.                                        

On January 20, 2001, the Contra Costa Chapter pre-
sented Ed Ozga with a thank-you gift.  Thanks Ed 

for serving many years as our Chapter Chairman. 

We appreciate all your hard work! 



Jim Madden  

Assistant Claims Manager Report 

After walking the small stream I 

saw a good potential spot along 

the shore. The rock stuck out 

sharply from the bank and there 

seemed to be a lot of small 

gravel built up on the down-

stream side. Setting up the 

sluice box I worked all the ma-

terial and cleaned up the shal-

low bedrock. Cleaning out the 

sluice and panning produced a 

small amount of fine gold and a 

small picker or two. This should 

have been a good gold trap and 

I would have expected more 

from it. Scanning the area 

again, and imagining the water 

flow during the spring melt and 

heavy rains, I could visualize 

the stream washing new mate-

rial downstream over the top of 

the rock depositing it in the low 

pressure zone. 

    Looking upstream again I did 

not see any obstructions that 

would divert the flow away from 

this spot.  Everything looks 

good all the elements are there, 

but they always say gold is 

where you find it. This spot just 

did not produce. 

    So we roll back the calendar 

a few months to when heavy 

rains came down and during the 

snow melt the waterway was a 

rushing torrent. Looking at it 

from that perspective the water-

way you are looking at today 

has a different flow pattern than 

it did months ago. 

    There is a large boulder in 

the middle of the stream, you 

can see water is being pinched 

between the boulder and the 

shore where the sure fire gold 

trap was waiting to catch all the 

gold. 

    Visual inspection of your gold 

trap shows why it was not a 

producer.  Water flow in the 

area speeds up and the wake 

around the boulder enlarges 

shooting a fast stream of water 

into your gold trap eliminating 

the low pressure area, any gold 

small and nuggets were washed 

quickly downstream.  The fast 

water eliminated the low pres-

sure zone  below the rock. 

    What about the fine gold you 

did find? The reason for this is a 

stream or waterway will have 

varying amounts of flow coming 

down it changing the drop zones. 

As the rains subside or the snow 

melt slows down, the stream flow 

changes all the high and low 

pressure zones. Lower water flow 

alters the dynamics of the big 

boulder, the large wake going 

around it shrinks and is far 

enough away that the low pres-

sure zone returns to the trap and 

it starts to deposit the smaller 

particles downstream from the 

rock. Mind you all of the larger 

gold that was moving when the 

waterway was high and fast has 

already deposited somewhere 

else downstream in another drop 

zone. At summer time current 

flows in this spot there is no 

longer the force available to keep 

the larger pieces of gold in sus-

pension and most of the gold 

coming downstream probably 

dropped out long ago leaving 

only the smaller pieces and fines. 

    There are some who have 

been at it long enough that they 

can read the river in the summer 

and usually come up with a pay 

streak.  Most of us do not fall 

into that category.   

    With practice one can develop 

the skills to do this and increase 

the chance of finding a pocket or 

pay streak. 

    So what do you do to increase 

your ability to read the stream and 

find gold?  You can sit and imagine 

all day about what is flowing where 

and where gold might be hiding.  

What you think may be happening 

in some cases may be true but for 

the majority of the time we are 

more wrong than right. Sometimes 

finding gold turns out to be just 

luck. 

    Research 

Grab your raincoat and camera then 

go make some onsite inspections 

during rain lulls or during snow 

melt. Photograph the area and take 

videos. Pan the camera on the 

stream slowly (and this is impor-

tant), so you can take in the whole 

picture at a good pace otherwise 

you will be constantly backing up 

the scene to catch all the action. 

Another important tip is DO NOT 

GO WALKING AROUND WHILE 

VIDEOING.  They will look like the 

super hero flash was filming while 

running. All you will see is a blur 

like the camera was rolling down 

hill. It can actually make one dizzy 

trying to watch. 

    I cannot emphasize enough 

about slow panning of the camera. I 

have taken video’s of  streams or 

inside a condo to record damage 

from a tenant only later to replay 

and find it  

    I cannot emphasize enough 

about slow panning of the camera. I 

have taken video’s of  streams or 

inside a condo to record damage 

from a tenant only later to replay 

and find it streaked by.  Take cou-

ple of test videos and replay them 

on your computer to get a feel for 

the right speed. Today I did some 

test videoing on the Billy Goat 1 

and watched it at the cabin. The 

scenes where I panned around the 

creek or walked a short way were 

shaky and very abrupt. 



Assistant Claims Manager Report (Continued) 
P A G E  7  

     After printing the photo’s 

you can mark the areas you 

watched on the video that 

looked most promising.  Next 

summer drag along the photos 

and use them to locate the good 

spots. 

    Quite a number of years ago 

I used a 35 mm camera to pho-

tograph the American river near 

Colfax. It cost me quit a bit in 

film development and printing 

but it proved to be very worth-

while. The following summer I 

located a real hotspot that pro-

duced 3 or 4 ounces of gold. Of 

course gold then was dirt cheap 

but I got a nice sum from it that 

paid well. 

    With today’s digital cameras 

the several gigabyte memory 

card is more than adequate to 

research your summers mining 

trips. 

    Making accurate records 

Another good idea is when you 

print out the photos write the 

creek name, claim name or 

other identifying information on 

the backs and rename your 

video for easy identification.  I 

was digging through some pho-

tos one day that I took about 30 

years ago. These were taken in 

the summer, the area looked 

promising. I was mining else-

where and on the way out these 

areas caught my attention so I 

took photos.  Of course I never 

labeled them so there is no clue 

as to where or what creek they 

were taken on. 

    With today’s digital cameras 

the several gigabyte memory 

card is more than adequate to 

research your summers mining 

trips. 

    Making accurate records 

Another good idea is when you 

print out the photos write the 

creek name, claim name or 

other identifying information on 

the backs and rename your 

video for easy identification.  I 

was digging through some 

photos one day that I took 

about 30 years ago. These 

were taken in the summer, 

the area looked promising. I 

was mining elsewhere and on 

the way out these areas 

caught my attention so I took 

photos.  Of course I never la-

beled them so there is no clue 

as to where or what creek 

they were taken on. 

    Organize your data 

I carry a hand held GPS unit 

and mark the photo spots.  

Once home I transfer the Way 

Points to my National Geo-

graphic Topo map in my com-

puter which allows me to 

name my waypoint.  You can 

also mark the spots in google 

earth I have never 

downloaded the photos there 

but that is also an option.  

Once I download the photos 

and video’s into the computer 

I create a folder and name it 

the same as the way point. 

This way everything is organ-

ized and easily accessed. 

    As I was writing this a 

thought occurred to me, put 

your photos in a ziplock bag 

and paper clip those to the 

corresponding topo map. 

    Now when one of these 

spots turn out to be a good 

paying location I can go back 

into my topo program, create 

a text box and indicate how 

much gold it produced.  Even 

put a gold star as a flag to re-

member hit this spot again 

next year. 

    Review 

Review your videos and pho-

tos several times before sum-

mer. Use a marker to circle 

additional hot spots. Eventu-

ally you might want to grade 

the photos and come up with a 

plan to prospect them. 

    I had used these techniques 

many years ago but now with the 

digital cameras and video capa-

bilities it becomes very cheap ex-

cept for the fuel costs to get 

there. 

Additional tips: 

• Batteries 

• Large giga byte memory card 

Topo maps 

    Make sure you carry in your 

pocket a couple of sets of batter-

ies for your camera.   

    Today I filmed my way down to 

the creek and got the exausted 

battery message when I got to 

the bottom of the hill and had to 

hike back to the top in my heavy 

waders. 

    Do not guess on how much 

space is available on the memory 

card if you already have photos 

on it you should download them 

and clear the card. Video’s take a 

lot  of memory once it is full your 

research trip is over.  I have a 2 

GB card now but am replacing it 

with a 8 GB so I can hit a few 

spots without downloading the 

card.   

    While in Alaska for two weeks I 

filled up two  2  GB cards. Luckily 

the second one filled the morning 

I was leaving 

    With all the online maps and 

computer mapping programs I 

still rely on good old paper maps. 

 

(Continued on Page 10)  

         

  Creek Bottom Finds  

  at the Trading Post 
 
 

            5011 Main St. 
            Coulterville, CA   

            209-878-3899 

 



P A G E  8  Gold Is Where You Find It 
This is the story of my first visit to the 
site listed in the GPAA’s claims guide as 
CA70.  It was early on a Sunday morn-
ing and I was planning to visit this new 
claim site that I had seen in the claims 
guide.  I judged it as being about one 
hour away from my house in Pollock 
Pines.  The directions seemed very clear 
and I figured it should be a snap to find. 
With my wife Georgia, as navigator and 
co-pilot we set out to find riches at 
CA70.  I followed the directions as nar-
rated by my wonderful wife and we were 
nearing the site.  I turned off the main 
road at the prescribed mileage and pro-
ceeded down a dirt road.  (I use the term 
“road” very loosely.  After the pre-
scribed mileage we looked for the turn 
off that would take us to the Forest Ser-
vice marker designated as the X marks 
the spot in the claims guide. 
As an extra measure of accuracy we 
brought my GPS unit along to help us 
pinpoint the site.  By following the di-
rections and the GPS settings we could 
get no closer than a few miles away.  We 
needed to go more to the south and east.  
There were no roads going in that direc-
tion anywhere that we could discern.  
Finally after two hours of trying differ-
ent roads, (again very loose definition), 
we decide to go back to the main road 
and try going more south and east on it. 
A mere mile further down the main road, 
(past where the directions said to turn 
off), there was a nice paved road veering 
off in the direction the GPS unit said we 
needed to go.  After only 10 minutes of 
beautiful travel we rounded a corner and 
saw a Forest Service marker with the 
proper designation on it. 
There was a great little pull out next to 
the stream and a nice section of exposed 
bedrock with a fine looking sand and 
gravel bar in the center of the water.  A 
little ways upstream the water cascaded 
off bedrock into shallow pools and tum-
bled over small falls into more pools all 
laden with sand and gravel.  I could just 
“see” the gold shining in the streambed 
in the subdued light that filtered through 
the canopy from above. 
While I donned my rubber knee boots, 
Georgia took her pan and trowel and 
headed to the sand and gravel bar in the 
center of the stream where she sat down 
and proceeded to start panning.  I then 
grabbed my sluice and bucket full of 
digging implements and headed up-
stream toward the pools under the small 

falls. 
I found a great spot to set up my sluice 
and got it positioned just right with a per-
fect flow and started to look for just the 
right place to dig up some of that good 
yellow metal.  I didn’t even get a half of a 
bucket of material before Georgia started 
calling to me to come see if what she had 
was really gold.  So, I set my bucket 
down next to my sluice and started to 
walk down stream on the polished bed-
rock in about eight inches of snowmelt.  It 
didn’t take more than a few steps before I 
slipped and the next thing I knew I was on 
my back in the eight inches of snowmelt 
with sand and gravel washing into my 
shirt, shorts, and rubber boots.  Hastily 
bounding to my feet I proceeded to shake 
the water and material out of my shirt and 
shorts.  The boots were a lost cause since 
my socks were soaked now.  I sat on the 
edge of the stream and lifted first one then 
the other foot to drain the water out of the 
boots.   
I didn’t bother to take them off since I 
didn’t have a spare pair of socks.  I just 
waded down to where Georgia was.  She 
commented on my joyous celebratory 
dance over her find and said that I should 
not have gone all the way under water 
since I did not know at that time if the 
find was indeed gold, but, that she did 
appreciate my graceful recovery. 
I confirmed that she did have a couple of 
nice flakes in her pan.  Then I excused 
myself and headed upstream to finish 
gathering material to feed through my 
sluice.  As I limped up the stream I could 
feel sand in my shorts doing exactly what 
sand does.  There was also a generous 
helping of Sand and stones in my boots.  
At this point all I wanted to do was sit on 
a rock and feed my sluice.  I dug up 
enough sand and gravel to fill my bucket 
about three fourths full and found a some-
what comfortable rock to sit on while 
feeding the material through my sluice.  
The sand in my shorts made every move a 
new experience.  I had nearly forgotten 
about the sand and stones in my boots 
when, again I heard Georgia call out that 
she had found more gold.  Would I come 
and put it in the vial with her other flakes? 
Not being one to begrudge a fellow pros-
pector a bit of good luck I slowly waded 
down-stream to see her latest find.  Again, 
she had a couple of nice flakes.  One was 
larger than the first couple together.  After 
picking the flakes out of her pan and con-
gratulating her on her luck, I headed back 

upstream.  The rocks in my boots were 
really starting to dig into my feet.  I got 
back to my sluice and noted that there still 
was no shining yellow metal staring up at 
me from the black ribbing.  I settled down 
on my rock and started once again to feed 
material into my sluice.  I watched intently 
as the material washed through the riffles 
and out the other end.  I was more than half 
way through the bucket before I saw any-
thing stick in the rubber ribbing at the lead 
end of the sluice.  I stared at the little fleck 
of yellow as I fed more material in and it 
did not move, and I was pretty sure it was 
“color”. 
Georgia called me back to her sand bar one 
more time to pick some more flakes out of 
her pan.  I still had not emptied the stones 
out of my boots and they were poking into 
the bottoms of my feet with every step.  I 
told her, I think I am going to finish up my 
bucket then clean up the sluice, as I was not 
having much luck and my feet were getting 
sore. 

I waded back upstream to my sluice and 

finished running the rest of the material 

through it and then cleaned it up.  I found 

one small flake in the black rubber ribbing 

and saw there was a good measure of black 

sand in the carpet as I washed it out into the 

bucket.  As I said before, I don’t begrudge 

another prospector a little luck in finding a 

good amount of color.  But, when the other 

prospector is your wife it can be a tender 

subject, almost as tender as my left foot was 

getting.  As I carried my sluice, bucket and 

assorted digging implements back to the 

vehicle one of those rocks was making a 

pretty good dent in my big toe.   

Jokingly, Georgia suggested I empty my 

boots into her pan to see if she could find 

any more gold.  That is just what I did, and 

sure enough she did.  She held up a penny-

weight nugget that dropped out of my left 

boot. 

Well, she had that nugget made into a stud 
earring and I wear it now to remind me to 
listen to Georgia, because when it comes to 
finding gold she is tops. 

                                           

 

 ~ Bob Azbill ~ 
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New Members as of: 

10/19/10-10/31/10 
Anthony Anaya                Susanville, CA 
Hans Betcher.                   Stockton, CA 

11/30/10 

Daniel Repke                    Hickman, CA 
Alex Dibrowa            Stockton, CA 
Richard Hunt            Pinole, CA 
Michael Okubo            Hollister, CA 
John Lucy            Hughson, CA 
Keith Thomas            Roseville, CA 
Jeffrey Shideler            Placerville, CA 
Cliff Sherman            Oakland, CA 

12/31/10 

William Walsh            Benicia, CA 
Jeffrey S. Faulkner           Vacaville, CA 
Bob Nelson            San Leandro, CA 
Mike Morrasy            Placerville, CA 

1/31/11 

Carl Dragna            Turlock, CA 
Kim Konvolinka            Groveland, CA 
Jamie Chavez            Martinez, CA 
Randy Judd            Sun Valley, NV 
Mike Evans            Santa Rosa, CA 
Dina Kouchakji            Los Angeles, CA 
Thomas Nourse          Half Moon Bay, CA 
Richard Scott          Los Gatos, CA 
Francisco Marcal            Sanbruno, CA 
Javier Perez-Nungaray   Modesto, CA 
Darren Misasi          Stockton, CA 
Chuck Armocido          Yuba City, CA 
Scott Enos            Citrus Heights, CA 

2/28/11 

Jim Wisor            Fernley, NV 
Michael L. Buckley          Lemoore, CA 
Randolph Rogge           Atwater, CA 
Gene Wilkins           Modesto, CA 
Michael A. Moore            Merced, CA 
Alvin Misasi           Stockton, CA 
Phillip A. Babcock           San Jose, CA 
David Cherry           Fresno, CA 
Don Auchard           La Grange, CA 
Ron Cervenka           Turlock, CA 
Wade Oien            Monterey, CA 

Renewing Members os of: 

10/19/10-10/31/10 
Bill & Carol Bowman       Citrus Heights, CA 
Aaron & Denise Matula    Castro Valley, CA 
Kenneth Nordheim             San Jose, CA 
James & Marlene Courselle  San Jose, CA 
Raymond Romeo              Richmond, CA 
Derek & Cynthia Onstein    Paradise, CA 
Burl & Mary Ann Carl        Reno, NV 

11/30/10 

Gene Bianchi              San Jose, CA 
Ken Austin             Los Gatos, CA 
Guy B. Sandahl              Vacaville, CA 

12/31/10 

Jim Appleby               Oakley, CA 
Ralph & Joanne Gragg        Concord, CA 
James Madden              San Bruno, CA 

Walt Steever              San Jose, CA 
James Neeley              French Camp, CA 
Ron Coleman               Prunedale, CA 
David Wood               San Jose, CA 
Dale Winkle               San Jose, CA 

1/31/11 

Lee Greer                Vacaville, CA 
Denise Downey               Twain, CA 
Ray & Audrey Maddalena    Modesto, CA 
Art & Lucy Apodaca            Merced, CA 
William Johnson                Elk Grove, CA 
Tom Lutrel                Concord, CA 
Ivan & Diane Perkins            Brentwood, CA 
James West               Weed, CA 
Gary V. Nunes               Visalia, CA 
Rudolf Reyes               Fremont, CA 
Terry Schoen               Ripon, CA 
William Greymont           Port Washington, WI 
Olan & Susie Makemson     Columbia, CA 
Jeffrey Schall               Livermore, CA 
George Lancaster, Jr.          Sunnyvale, CA 
Frank & Kathleen Madse    Novato, CA 
Pat & Kim Dunn              Livermore, CA 
Kenny Nichols              San Jose, CA 
Frank Sanchez              Gilroy, CA 
James Forbes              Fresno, CA 
Greg Pontzious              Livermore, CA 
Michael Hern        American Canyon, CA 
Carla Herbert             Gilroy, CA 

2/28/11 

Bill Fisher            Sunnyvale, CA 
Joel Hochstetler            San Carlos, CA 
Harry A. Phillips            San Mateo, CA 
William L. Vaughn          Columbia, CA 
Ben Castricone           Fremont, CA 
Joseph Keller                   Livermore, CA 

Up for Renewal As of 12/31/2010 
Erwin & Nancy Powell    Grants Pass, OR 
Leland & Nina Brown     Elk Grove, CA 
Robert Williams           Concord, CA 
Nancie Barker           Morgan Hill, CA 
Al & Jane Bates           Silver Springs, NV 
Donald & Brenda Porter  Lucerne, CA 
Will & Marilyn Lindsley  Livingston, TX 
Art Basso           Burbank, CA 
Ron & Susan Bassell       North Highlands, CA 
Georgia Murray        American Canyon, CA 
Dwaine Pierzina          Stockton, CA 
Clayton E. Borchers        Tracy, CA 
George Friel           Merced, CA 
Rick Neet          Garden Valley, CA 
William Westcott          San Leandro, CA 
James Lewis          Somis, CA 
Allen Smith          Atwater, CA 
John Laffey          Livingston, TX 
Vern & Holli Travers/Daniels  
                         San Jose, CA 
Larry Richardson          San Carlos, CA 
Will Hand          Concord, CA 
Steven Sandberg          Mountain View, CA 

 

Up for Renewal As of 1/31/2011 
Richard & Joyce Mason     Pollock Pines, CA 
Beverly Paul              Folsom, CA 
James & Sarah Hill             Lemoore, CA 
Mike Phillips              San Jose, CA 
Al Cordeiro                Cobb, CA 
Tom & Karen Murphy          Susanville, CA 
Doug Thomas                Malibu Lake, CA 
Chuck Ksenzulak                Danville, CA 
 

Up for Renewal as of 2/28/2011 
Vernon & Marie Crabtree  Santa Rosa, CA 
Fred Heil   Modesto, CA 
Warren Van Sant   San Jose, CA 
Donald Cox   Cupertino, CA 
Kevin Davis   Concord, CA 
Bryan James Warriner  Concord, CA 
Steve & Kathey Sutter    North Highlands, CA 
Tony Arredondo   Selma, CA 
Ray Dolchanczyk                  Mariposa, CA 
Ron Cowen   Seaside, CA 
Dan Kushner   Salida, CA 
Rito Anaya   San Jose, CA 
James McKee   San Jose, CA 
Robert Allen   Coulterville, CA 
Mike Summers   Sunnyvale, CA 

HAPPY EASTER 
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Fresno Gold Show 
and May 1. It will not be 
as large as the GPAA 
due to the building size.          
They are limiting the 
vendors to about 27.     
Several clubs are on the 
waiting list to represent 
themselves there. Entry 
is $5 and they are not 
sure about the parking 
fee, the rental package 
indicated $5 but she 

heard that parking would 
be free. Will get back on 
that as the show gets 
closer. She said are trying 
to not duplicate dealers as 
much as possible due to 
the size of the building. 
Nancy from CVP is the 
main contact.  I will still 
be at the GPAA show in 
Redding. 
          Jim Madden 

     There will be a small 
gold show in Fresno pre-
sented by CVP. It is not 
associated with the 
GPAA show but they do 
know about it. The date 
is scheduled for April 30 

 

 
 

Breaking News 

Assistant Claims Manager Report (Continued from page 7) 
It is nice to be able to see 

the satellite images but 

eventually your screen will be 

full of marking pen doodles.  

Get a good set of topos for 

the area  that you can mark 

up and make notes on.  You 

can work between the com-

puter and the paper topos 

during your winter research.    

      It looks like a promising 

year for finding gold. The 

rainfall has been heavy at 

times and fast moving 

streams are moving gold to 

new hiding places. Been 

watching the outdoor chan-

nel,  gold fever, all of the 

gold mining shows and 

Gold Rush Alaska. Have not 

been this fired up for pros-

pecting in some time. 

    There are  4 or 5 places 

I want to poke around this 

summer and one secret 

spot where I have mined for 

many years with good suc-

cess.  The few people I have 

taken there all complained for 

days about sore muscles from 

the hike out. 

    There is always a gold pan 

bucket and shovel in my 

truck as you never can tell 

when I will come down with a 

bad case of GOLD FEVER. 

     Hope to see you out on 

the claims this year. 

   Jim Madden 

Draft Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR) Public Hearing Schedule 

City Date Location Address 

Santa Clarita Wednesday 3/23 Residence Inn by Marriott 25320 The Old Road 
Santa Clarita, CA  91381 

Fresno Thursday 3/24 CA Retired Teachers As-
sociation 

3930 East Saginaw Way 
Fresno, CA  93726 

Sacramento Tuesday 3/29 Cal EPA HQs Building 
Byron Sher Auditorium 

1001 - I Street 
Sacramento, CA  95812 

Yreka Wednesday 3/30 Yreka Community Center 810 N. Oregon 
Yreka, CA  96097 

Redding Thursday 3/31 Shasta Senior Nutrition 
Program 

100 mercy Oaks Drive 
Redding, CA  96003 

 
    

The Bucket Digger - The Ulti-
mate Shovel & Digging Tool! 

Helps you move more dirt, sand, 
and gravel, faster & more effi-
ciently, with less effort, 
 

www.BucketDigger.com  
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Support Public Lands for the People  

UPI Mail Order Form 

Send all orders with check or money order payable to “United Prospectors Inc.” 

Ways and Means 

United Prospectors, Inc. 

2401 E. Orangeburg Avenue 

Ste 675-237 

Modesto, CA  95355 

SEE YOU AT THE NEXT OUTING! 

QTY ITEM DESCRIPTION S M L XL XXL PRICE TOTAL 

 TEE SHIRT (S, M)      $12.00  

 TEE SHIRT (L, XL)      $15.00  

 TEE SHIRT (XXL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL)      $25.00  

 HOODED SWEAT SHIRT (XL)      $25.00  

         

 SHIPPING/HANDLING       $5.00 

       TOTAL  

June 16, 2011 Raffle Prizes - $8440 Total in Prizes 
1. RP - 4 Concentrating Table $2200 Donated by: Global Mining Solutions 
2. Keene 151 Vibrostatic Drywasher $1500 Donated by: Keene Engineering 
3. 1 Oz. Placer Gold $1400 Donated by: Roger Plata 
4. Fisher Metal Detector $800 Donated by: Fisher Labs 
5. 20 - 1 oz Englehardt silver rounds $600 Donated by: AAA Precious Metals, Portland OR 
6. Keene Super Concentrator $400 Donated by: Keene Engineering 
7. 14 K Lapis Lazuli Pendant $400 Donated by: Steve Wandt, Naturalgoldjewelry.com 
8. Diamond Ring $250 Donated by: Annonymous 
9. 1 Year Membership Golden Caribou Mining $250 Donated by: Gordon and Barry Burton 
10. 1 Year Membership Golden Caribou Mining $250 Donated by: Gordon and Barry Burton 
11. Sunray XL-1 Detector Probe $190 Donated by: Armadillo Mining Shop 
12. Keene A-51(a) Sluice Box $100 Donated by: Phil Berkardt 
13. Copper Ore Book Ends $100 

Order Raffle Tickets on line by Credit Card (plp1.org) $1.00 each or a book of 12 for $10.00 

Order by Email, jerhobbs2@verizon.net 

Order by Telephone Message 909-889-3039, leave call back number, address, and how many tickets 

wanted. 

Order By Mail Public Lands for the People c/o Jerry Hobbs 7184 Conejo Dr. San Bernardino, Ca. 92404 
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Membership is open to anyone interested, 18 years or older. One membership includes a spouse & children under the age of 18.  All memberships are good for a 
period of one year and will expire on your anniversary date. 

 

Membership Dues:  (check your preference below) Number of qualifying family members_________ 
 
Annual Membership -  $45.00/year:   New          Renewal              Lifetime Membership - $450.00             Foreign Countries -  $55.00/year     
 

Name: (Please Print)______________________________________________  Phone  (        )_______________________    

 

Address: ____________________________________________  E-mail Address: ________________________________ 

 

City: ____________________________   County_________________     State: ___________________    Zip code: ______________ 

 

I hereby apply for membership/renewal with United Prospectors, Inc. (“United Prospectors”). I understand that United Prospectors and its agents do not provide goods 
or services for my activities including, for example, mining equipment or supplies, lodging, transportation, food services etc. United prospectors is not liable for any 
negligent or willful  act or failure to act by providers of such goods or services during my activities. I acknowledge that there may be certain risks involved with ac-
tivities as a member including, but not limited to, rugged or uneven terrain, uncertain or unpredictable river currents, physical exertion for which I am not prepared, 
other un-known forces of nature, high altitude, accident or illness without access to means of rapid evacuation or availability of medical supplies, the adequacy of 
medical attention once provided, or negligence on the part of United Prospectors. I HEREBY AGREE TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR MY OWN WELFARE AND 
ACCEPT ANY AND ALL RISKS OF UNANTICIPATED EVENTS, ILLNESS, INJURY, EMOTIONAL TRAUMA OR DEATH. I acknowledge that the cost of 
United Prospectors memberships is based upon participants executing this Release of Liability. Therefore, as lawful consideration for being permitted to participate as 
a member, I hereby RELEASE AND DISCHARGE FOREVER UNITED PROSPECTORS FROM AND AGAINST ANY AND ALL LIABILITY ARISING FROM 
MY MEMBERSHIP OR MY ACTIVITIES AS A MEMBER. I agree that this release shall be legally binding upon me personally, all members of my family and all 
minors traveling with me, my heirs, successors, assigns and legal representatives, it being my intention to fully assume all the risk associated with my activities as a 
member and to release United Prospectors from any and all liabilities to the maximum extent permitted by law.    
 

I AM 18 YEARS OR OLDER AND HAVE READ AND FULLY UNDERSTAND THIS RELEASE AND MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

SIGNATURE_____________________________________________  DATE____________________    UPI Member # _______________ 

           (if applicable) 

Please mail this completed (signed and dated) application along with your check/money order to:                                                                                                 

(Please allow up to 4 weeks for processing.) 
United Prospectors Inc. 

2401 E. Orangeburg Avenue 

Ste 675-237 

Modesto, CA 95355 

Attn: Membership 

 

For UPI use only: Date_________ 
Member No: _________________ 
Check # ___________ $________ 
Exp. Date: ___________________ 


